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3 PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGORIES: 

MicCone Nhu 

Coloy Hilisman 

kennedy, John F 

AicNamarra 

Lodge 

ae 3 ee 

i OCCURRENCS: In a Presidential meeting on Vietnam with the CIA participants 


dbeing MeCene and Colby the record by Colby reflects that McNamarra pointed out that 
Lodge has little contact with Diem and has not been out of Saigon. Mr. McCone eommented 
hat he believed that we should move cautiously, that we should talk seriously to Diem 
gand that Lodge should be urged to visit the countryside to obtain a more realistic 
aview of the effects of suspending aid. Mr. McCone also suggested that another approach 
ebe made toNhutito seek his cooperation ina departure. The President asked whether we : 
had carefully studied the detail effects of cuts in aid. (as proposed in a paper prepared — 
by Hillsman). It was evident that the effects had not been studies. The President 
asked DOD and CIA to analyze the Hillsman paper. He also asked that a telegram be sent 
to Lodge asking him to try to reduce the press leakage from Saigon and to establish some 
real contact with Diem. Any current plans for aid negotiation should be stalled, and the 


instance Involving CIA payment to Col Tung last week. 


IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 21-22 


DATE: Dawson 
FILE: —_— 


6/27/75 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


DATES! 
KENNEDY, JOHN F. 


CATEGORIES: 


KENNEDY, ROBERT F. 5 Oct 1963 cme i HME 
MC CONE, JOHN Ay . le i 
DiEM ONT lm Atri H 

re Mie as an a 


Fee PToed coaseds AH 


OCCURRENCE: On or about October 5, 1963 when the telegram of October 5 and 6 were sent 

Sto Saigon, MC CONE was called over by PRESIDENT KENNEDY and met privately with PRESIDENT 

@ KENNEDY and the Attorney General, ROBERT F. KENNEDY, and took the position that the CIA 

“should take a hands off position as far as the assassination of DIEM was concerned. MC CONE 

mj felt that the President agreed with my position, despite the fact that he had great reser- 

& vations concerning DIEM and his conduct. I urged him to try to bring all the pressure we 

® could on DIEM to change his ways, to encourage more support throughout the country. My pre- 

“cise words to the President, and I remember them very clearly, was that Mr. President, if I 

_ was. Manager of a baseball team, I had one pitcher, I'd keep him in the box whether he was. a 
good pitcher or not. By that I was saying that, if DIEM was removed we would have not one 
coup, but we would have a succession of coups and political disorder in Vietnam, and it might 
last several years as indeed it did. So it was for that reason that I felt there would be 


SOURCE: SIAFF: 


-Hearings, SSCI, Friday, June 6, 1975, McCone, Vol. 1, 2 of DATE: 
FILE: pp. 62~32 — 29 June 1975 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 


R. DAWSON 


Card 2 of 2 


. OCCURRENCE: more stability if DIEM could be persuaded to change his ways than remove him 
and hope that some group of generals could run the country better," 
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z PERSONS/ENTITIES: DEPTET, 256 DATES: / CATEGORIES: 

2 RICHARDSON ‘TAYLOR LODGE - 29 Aug. 1963 | DIEM eres MM OES Afr _ 

& SPERA HARKINS | i bin, iaib i 

TRUEHEART i Tae pth itm 4 

= WEED, Gen. Richard G. CARD 1 of 2°! an re 

a Chief of Staff, MAC : 

ee CURRENCE: 

wa On August 29, 1963, the following report was listed within the saigon Station's chronology 

® of August 1963 coup activities as follows: 

ww s 

rn "At O745 hours, RICHARDSON, SPERA and CONEIN, latter two of whom were scheduled to contact 
GENERALS MINH and KHIEM at 0815 same morning, were shown a message from GENERAL TAYLOR to 

p GENERAL HARKINS stating aspects of Vietnam situation being reviewed at WHITE HOUSE and com 

@ menting that second thoughts were beginning in Washington. Faced with this information and 


=» Siven strictly limited time factors, RICHARDSON decided that the meeting with GENERALS MINH 
and KHIEM should not be postponed but that contacting officers would make this meeting a 
fact-finding mission without encouraging or discouraging GENERAL MINH, 


"When SPERA and CONEIN returned from their meeting with KHTEM and MINH, (con't.) 


STAFF: 


- REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 12 Dawson 


DATE: 28.6.75 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGORIES: 


CCURRENCE: 


we proceeded to TRUEHEART's office to make our report. The AMBASSADOR came in and RICHARDSON 
advised him of our meeting with GENERAL WEEDE, of TAYLOR's cable, and of the decisions which 
RICHARDSON had made as a result of the TAYLOR cable. LODGE was anery and expressed the view 


that. RICHARDSON's decision had destroyed the possibilities of carrying out a coup. RICHARDSON 
expressed a firm dissenting opinion." (12) 
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“ pERSONS/ENTITIES: 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 
HARRIMAN, Averell KENNEDY, John F.~ foi_95 jugust . | 
HILSMAN, Roger ~° TAYLOR, Maxwell 1963 , DIEM 4 
MeCONE, John (Mil. ass't to ree ae ee a 
MeNAMARA, Robert Pres.) f ffi sn ea ce 
RUSK, Dean GILPATRIC, Roswell of thy: Rn tds] vl 


OCCURRENCE: 


The I.G. REPORT of 1967 (CIA) contains the following description of the events of August 25, 
1963, from a book by MARGUERITE HIGGINS: "The crucial act, with its overtones of Greek 
tramedy, opened with a cable. It was dispatched to Saigon late in the evening of August 24, 
1963, a date made more sipnificant because it was a Saturday. Washineton usually- empties on 
summer weekends or lapses into a somolent mood as officials desperately seek relaxation. 


"The telegram contained spectacular new instructions for the U.S. EMBASSY in SAIGON. 
Jt was drawn up at a meeting called by Under-secretary of State AVERELL HARRIMAN and ROGER : gO <8 a 
HILSMAN, Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs and head of the Vietnam task : iA 
foree. The President's senior advisers were, for the most part, out of town. CIA DIRECTOR ee 
JOHN MeCONE was in California. DEFENSE SECRETARY ROBERT MCNAMARA was on vacation. (con't) . 


SOURCE: STAFF: 


L.G. REPORT 1967, pp. 5-6 Dawson 


. — FART C. ) 
——= j DATE: — 28,6.75 
FILE: 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: ee DATES: f CATEGORIES: eS 
(cont ) a ay Oe tien cs ar 
a (CARD e of 4) ae ee ee Ne Rr LY 


OCCURRENCE: 


SECRETARY OF STATE DEAN RUSK was attending, a baseball mame in New York. PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
was at Hyannis Port. GINERAL TAYLOR says he knew nothing of the meeting until it was over 
and the telegram long on its way. 


"| | the eable proved historic. For the first time it pave the signal to 
. ‘unieash! the Vietnamese military, flashed a green light for the coup against DIEM of which 
the penerals had been talking for so many years. a 


"oo, . the cable of August 24 was a radical revision of the previous philosophy 
of one war at a time. It envisaged the generals! making war on their own ROVErOMSNY » and 
with the implicit blessing of the United States. 


"Tne substance of the cable was that the U.S. EMBASSY was to make an effort (eon't. ) 
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PERSQNS/ENTITIES : 


“DATES: ; CATEGORIES: ‘ 


Hee és : 
Ae 2 vail 


he bed ba 
ue La a an 
(CARD 3 cae 


CCURRENCE: 


co persuade DIEM to fire his brother, release the Buddhist rebels, end press censorship, and 
restore other democratic liberties suspended under martial law. And if, as the cable antici- 
vated, DIEM would not, do these things, then the EMBASSY was to contact the VIETNAMESE GENERALS 
ind tell them that the United States would no longer stand in the way of a revolt. 

i , the controversial Aurust 24 cable was dispatched from Washington Saturday 


2vening after being cryptically summarized to PRESIDENT KENNEDY at the summer White House at 
lyannis Port. 


"The ACTING SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ROSWELL GILPATRIC . . . had the cable described 
© him over the telephone. MR. GILPATRIC says he was frankly surprised that such an (con't.) 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 
DPiew 


OAD Hed df 


OCCURRENCE: 
important set of instructions should be rushed out on 


a weekend. But he did fe att 
ought to veto the telegram since . ee anes 


- it had the ‘approval of the PRESIDENT, ' 
"In McCONE's absence, the cable was described 


. again cryptically, to RICHARD HELMS 
EPUTY DIRECTOR of the CIA, who also did not feel dis osed to veto s ng ; 
the PRESIDENT.'" (5-6) ‘ OEE So RE aD 


CARD 4 of 4 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 


LODGE, Henry Cabot (Amb. to SVN) 
NHU : 

DIEM 

DEPrEL.. 243 


24 August 1963 


OCCURRENCE + ‘ Meee 
In a State telegram to Saigon (DEPTEL 243), on August 24, 1963, 'thé*followiné ‘ 
"The DEPARTMENT informs the AMBASSADOR that. the U.S. Government cannot tolerate a situation 
in which power lies in NHU's hands. If DIEM is unwilling to rid himself of NHU, then DIEM 
himself may have to po. The AMBASSADOR is authorized: (1) to inform the GVN that actions 
apainst BUDDHISTS must be redressed; (2) to tell key military leaders that the USG cannot 
support a DIEM remime that includes the NHU's and that ‘we will give them direct support 

in any interim period of breakdown central government mechanism; (3) to make statements in 
Saigon removing the military taint on the pagoda raids." — 


"The telegram includes the following statement: 'The AMBASSADOR and COUNTRY TEAM should 
urrently examine all possible alternative leadership and make detailed plans as to how (con't.) 


SOURCE: STAFF: 


I.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. 4-5 Dawson 
DATE: 28.6.75 
FILE: —— 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


DATES: | CATEGORIES: | 


I 


see es 
a F 
3 : 


OCCURRENCE? (con't from card 1) 
we might bring about DIEM's replacement if this should become necessary. You will under- 
stand that we cannot from Washington give you detailed instructions as to how this opera-— 


tion should proceed, but you will also know we will back you to the hilt on actions you take 
to achieve our objectives.'" (4-5) 


CARD 2 of 2 


HY 50955 Docld:32473615 Page 14 


PRHOONS/ENTIVIES : ATES? | CATEGORIES: 
Thich Tri nnave Aug. on 1963 | Diem. Y 


\ 


Diem 


CCURRENCE 


Higgins states that the Xa Loi pagoda, based on her oWn Rpbriences, was more a political 
command post than a holy place. It was the neadquarcety then which the militant f 

Thich Tri Quang and others had run their political war against the Diem regime. 

According to Higgins, Thich Tri Quang told an Austrian journalist by the name of 

Denis Warner early in August that he hoped in the process "they would kill one or two 

of us. 

Higgins goes on to note that the State Départment regarded the actions against a dozen 
pagodas a betrayal of Diem's promise to reconciliate the Buddhists. (Page 181) 


SOURCE: our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, STAFF: Dawson 
Harper and Rowe 
FILE: DATE: July 3, 1975 


[GENERAL ‘T TON THAT DINH, MILITARY Pie 
GOVERNOR OF SAIGON, COMMANDER 3RD 21 August 1963) 
CORPS 
CONEIN Lodi) Hene 
NGO DINH NHU 
__._ AMBASSADORS: NOLTING 
OCCURRENCE: "On the night oF the 2lst of August, GENERAL 'TON THAT DINH, as military gov- 
emor of Saigon and Commander of the 3rd Corps, has established a curfew. If I recall 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: TES | CATEGORIES: 
5 


DIEM 


correctly, the curfew was to start about 7:00 or 8:00 o'clock at night. Anybody seen afte: 


that time would be -- shot. And that night, elements -- later on, we didn't know at that 


time, later on proving to be elements of the special forces, which was praetorian guard of 


NGO DINH NHU and the police dressed in military uniforms attacked the pagodas in Saigon. 
What was very bad about this, Ambassador NOLTING had already been relieved and Ambassador 
LODCE was on his way to take over". -p. 21 


SOURCE: : 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON 
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PHRSONO/ENT LVRS: 


tC 
DATES: CATEGORIES: 
“Milting, Ambassador Aug. 21, 1963 Diem ~ 
Lodge, Ambassador 
Diem ;: 
Thich Tri Quang 


OCCURRENCE: 

Higgins claims that "...the raids by the Vietnamese Army and the pagodas took place 
five days after the departure of Ambassador Milting from Saigon, and a week before Henry 
Cabot Lodge was expected to arrive on his first tour of duty in Viet Nam." Higgins goes 
on to explain that Diem claimed that the reason that the raids were performed at this 
time was because: "It had become clear that Thich Tri Quang of Buddhist was that no 
intention of coming to any agreement with the government, irrespective of how many 
consessions were made. Since the raids would create an anti-Diem propaganda explosion, 
it would be ae Lbs ae Faneee the United States if they took ck when the new | 
Ambassador was’? rent of Vietnam. For the same Treason, Keate e was taken not 


to inform the United States of the pagoda plans. The Reasoning was that Washington 
could be blamed for something about which. Aknew nothing." (page 183) 


ce Va we 


PERSONS/SENTITILS : n DATES ; CATEGORIES: 


CONEIN, CIA officer (Saigon) 
DON, General 8/21/63 Diem 


Be ie) a ai sea . Why gh ee 
"On August 21, 1963, at a meeting between CONEIN [an officer of the CIA 
Saigon station} and General DON, the latter asked for US & government 
assurances of support -aesumearees ret; for moves against the DIEM 
regime." (3) ae 


TARE : 
RD 


DATE: CAMO fe 


1967 I.G, Report, Part C,.p3. 
FILE: 4 


HW 50955 Docld:32423615 Page 16 


GENERAL, DON | 
AMBASSADOR NOLTING July 1963 
CONBIN | 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: - | CATEGORIES: 
of 
f 
} 


OCCURRENCE: On July IY 1963, CONEIN received a message from DON, Commander of I Corps 

at the time, to meet with him in the Caravelle Hotel for a public meeting and the hotel 
was jammed packed. CONEIN states that: "It was at that time on the 4th of July that I 
had the first indication that something serious was being comtemplated, when: GENERAL DON +: 
me that if the Buddhist situation does not get settled, that the military are planning. i 
ported this fact, and I believe it was around the 8th or 9th of July, that more indi- 
cations...." po. 20. 


a 


SOURCE; STAFF : 

R. DAWSON 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE: 
FILE: ; 30 June 1975 
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EN. TRAN VAN DON 
Ad. GEN. LE VAN KIM 
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TES: CATEGORIES: 
PERSONS/ENTIVIIS : eens CARKGO! 
DIEM — 7/62 a 
GEN. MINH 
NCO DINE WHU 


© OCCURRENTIES 


TY STARE: Dawson 
Hearings, S.S.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, 


page ten. DATE: 6/30/75 
PILE: 


“SOURCE? 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
a ES 


Diem 


In SNIE, 53-2-63, on 10 July "the situation in South Vietnam! the 
following quotation appeared: "if -- as is likely -- Diem fails to 

carry out truly and promptly the commitment he has made to the Buddhists, 
disorders will probably flare again and the chantes of coup or assassina-— 
tion attempts against him become even better.. . . We do not think . 
the €ommunists would necessarily profit if he were overthrown by some 
combination of his non ommunist opponents. A non-Conmunist successor 
regime might be initially less effective against the Viet Cong, but, 

given continued support from the U. S., could previde reasonably effec~ — 
tive leadership for the government and the war effort." (1-2) 


SOURCE: 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: oa DATES: CATEGORIES: 
Se a ee Pa bd SP sbcabard near 
DIEM May 6, 1963 | DIEM 
THICH TRI QUANG , 
OCCURRENCE? — Diem on May 6, 1963 revived a regulation banning the public display of any 


religious flag--either the Buddhist or Catholic-- having any precedence over the National 
Vietnamese flag in public places or in public view. Higgins does not doubt that the 
Vietnamese government's decision ‘to revive these flag regulations on May 6, 1963 made 
possible the Hue tragedy. Ironically, action by Diem has been. generally viewed as anti- 
Buddhist. His May 6 circular had been provoked a few days earlier in Da Nang by the 
excessive use by Catholics of the flag of the vatican with the Nat aliVietnamese flag 
on view being sometimes tattered and torn and few in number. (91. 


SGURCES Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, 
“T965 Dawson, R. 
FILE: 3 DATE: July 2, 1975 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGORIES: 
CONEIN 
DIEM 
MADAME, NHU 
OCCURRENCE: 


CONEIN stated that the catalyst that brought down the DIEM regime was their 
antagonism of the Buddhists. He explained that 80% of the Vietnamese people claimed to be 
Buddhists. And that DIEM led a Catholic regime and that this drove people, particularly in. 
light of MADAME NHU's statements to the effect that she'd like to furnish some mustard at 


a bonzes barbecue, or something to that effect. This made people want to identify themselve: 


against. the regime and so they would go back to the pagodas. CONEIN did not know whether or 
not this became the principal reason for the United States wanting to get rid of the regime. 
pp. 42-44, a 


SOURCE: 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein 
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PERSGHS/ENTITIES : | DATES : CATEGORIES: 
TRUEHEART, WILLIAM | June 1963 DIEM v~ 

MECKLIN, JOHN (Dir. USIA) 
NOLTING, AMBASSADOR 


Cand bof 2 


OCCURRENCE: 


Mecklin stated that the American position following the incident at Hue 
was to “urge Diem to repair all Buddhist grievances forthwith, to accept responsibilit 
for the May 8 killings, and to indemnify the victims and apologize, perhaps by visiting 
Hue himself to do so."' (Ambassador Nolting was on a Meditterranean vaction at the time.) 


. "According to Mecklin, William Trueheart, the Charge d'Affaires, applied on orders from 
Washington, 'direct,relentless, tablehammering pressure on Diem such as the United States 
had seldom before attempted with a sovereign friendly government...' In despair Trueheart 
in June resorted to a formal warning to Diem that if he continued repressive measures 
(police effort to prevent and disperse illegal demonstrations), t e, United States would 
be forced to disassociate itself publicly from such actions , asin @ did two months 
later. The warning was a momentous step. It amountedmto® 


SOURCE + 
Row, 1965 
FILE: - 


ST PR S : ; 
———" Dawson, R. 


pate: July 2, 1975 


PA tak 


Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper wart? 


PERSONS/ENTETIES : | | DATES: | 
| 
| 


~ OCCURRENCE: (continuation) 
the United States. Public disassociation could have disasterous results, encouraging the 


wo 


Buddhists, heartening the Viet Cong, strengthening the regimes foreign critics... 
perhaps even stimulating the Vietnamese Army to try another coup" (100) 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
CONEIN "Summer 1963" | DIEM nee 

NHU, NGO DINH 

MADAME NHU 


CAN, NGO DINH 


OCCURRENCE: coNEIN stated that the attacks in May In Hue followed up by 
on the pagodas in Saigon consolidated the three or four different sects of the Buddhists 

by making them become a political entity which they had never been before. CONEIN stated 
that it had become obvious to people in the State Department, USAIB and JNSPAU, as well 

as persons within the CIA and the country team generally, that the true power of the govern- 
ment at that time was not DIEM but rather NHU and CAN, as well as MADAM® NHU, the chief of 
the womens' solidarity movement. DIEM was felt to be out of touch with reality and not get- 
ting the true facts as everything was being channeled through his brother, NHU. pp. HY 4s 


“ae 


SOURCE: 


STAFF 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE:  ” R. DAWSON 

FILE: a . 
minmeeec es Re a er July 1, 1975 

PERSONS /ENTITIES : DATES : eee. 


CONEIN DIEM ee 


If this would have 
the political situation....", pp. 41<U2 -This was a tuming point of 


SOURCE: TAF: 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein 


rer rom. 


R. DAWSON 
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GECURRENCE : 


Pi ey Been a gece DATOS ? CATEGORIES + 


DIEM | May 8, 1963 } DIEM V4 
MAJOR GEN. TRAN VAN DON (sp.?) 


) 
) 
i 
i 
) 
} 


TTTE DLR OTe ; v 
oe "Immediately after May 8, President Diem ordered a formal investigation 
of the Hue affairs. For this purpose he appointed a 3-man technical commission led by 
Major General Tran Van Don, the acting head of the army (General Don was considered a 
man of integrity by the Americans.)" The commission also included the Surgeon General 
of the Vietnamese Army and its Chief of Ordinance. After extensive interrogation of 
witnesses General Don's mission cited plastic charges as the cause of the deaths on 
May 8. & 

"At the time, nonetheless, Diem' S > regime claimed that plastic,.bomb 


a ea the deaths was 


widely ridiculed. Gt hn aa 
: ‘ ‘A ‘ Qe + 
"Unfortunately, no American officials were witness @ incidence. The American con- 


sul had. been out of town put be te dod. to 


STi CS 4 
SRE RED A mig se The Sih! PE 
to Our ry 


Viet Nam Nightnare, Hi 


vernnent 's etiprts to piace 
“162059 


St oye 
a ” Dawson, R. 


Row, 1965 parE: July 2, 1975 
PILE: i 


ene eee ce er, A Ne a eC: YN: Aare TS, EON AO ce REY th cep Ye, GPG, RY py SO AOA, cme ns err, sweet e 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : | CATEGORIES * 


May 8, 1963 | prEM / 


THICH TRI QUANG , 
NGUTEN VAN BANG (Province Chief) | 
MAJOR DANG SY (ASST. PROV. COEF 


Nguyen, Van Bang later at the trial of Major ‘Dang Sy said that MWhile we 
were inside, two loud explosions ‘suddenly reverberated on the eho Then came the 
sounds of broken glass, gunshots, and-exploding hand grenades."' In the confusion Major 
Dang Sy heard the explosions also and in attempting to signal what he feared may be a 

Viet Cong attack fired three shots in the air. Unfortunately this was the prearranged 
signal authorizing his troops to use grenades to disperse the crowds.. At least 15 of 
these grenades were throw and the explosions caused at least 8 dead at the radio station. 
(95) This statement though, appears to be in conflict with later medical evidence coming 
from the Interior Minister which ‘found that none of the bodies of the dead had metal 
splinters in their organs, but rather the weapons expert said that the bombs were probably 
made of plastic and that "plastic is the arm of the Viet Cong guerilla." (95-96) 


SOURCE : ‘ STARR : 


Our Viet Nam Mghimare, Higgins, Harper and Row, | Dawson, R. 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: ? DATES: | - / CATEGORIES: 
| DIEM ie ’ 
| 


THICH TRE QUANG "| May 8, 1963 
NCUYEN VAN BANG (Province Chief) : 
MAJOR DANG SY (Asst. Province Chief) 


OCCURRENCE: According to Higgins on May 8, 1963 on the, ddhist birthday Thich Tri 
Quang, in the middle of a religious ceremony, began to give a vitriolic anti-government 
speech on the subject of the non-existent ban on Buddhist flags. About 8 pm Thich Tri 
Quang arrived at the radio station carrying in his hands a tape recording which he then 
made the demand upon the director of the station to play. He was refused. © Thich Tri 
Quang proceeded to encourage an already active angry crowd which in the middle of this 
oration began to shout and press forward. The director of the station called up Nguyen 
Van Bang who soon arrived and attempted to appease Thich Tri Quang, but the latter would 
not listen. Nguyen Van Bang then asked for armored cars in hopes that this would 
fighten the crowd and prevent any violence to the radio station. Major Dang Sy 
then arrived with some armored cars and got some general orders to disperse the crowd. 
Police arrived and attempted to turn fire hoses on the crowd. (93-94) 


SOURCE: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,} STAMP: 

1965 Dawson, R. 
PILE: : | | DATE: July 2, 1975 
PERGONG/ENTITTIFS : DATES: CATEGORIES: 


Trich Tri Quang May 8, 1963 Diem ~~ 


Diem 


OCCURRENCE: "No evidence can be adduced showing that before the Hue incident of 
May 8, 1963, there was a religious issue in Vietnam. If there had been, assuredly 
the critics of Diem's leadership would have trumpeted it to the world. Complaints of 
alleged religious repression made by Thich Tri Quant and his accomplices in a campaign 
of letters to the United Nations and prominent foreigners, had begun, but they represented 
no more than the early activity of determined propagandists. 


Most hostile criticism toward Diem centered not on what. he did but on his methods and 
techniques of governing." 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
Colby 120, Thy at 


Conein 
ahi 


OCCURRENCE: 


Cabby oxplaingd that. a couple 
of assassination was not aimed 
brothers who were considered t 
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DATES? 


10/63 
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at Diem but at 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
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OCCURRENCE: 
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CATEGORIES: 


Bas 
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DATES: 
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in the climatic 


dur ng the coup, but let's face 


Nawson 


TFIULTS 


CATEGORIES: 


le 
| 


days leading up to the assassina- 


on was there a discussion of the killing of Dien. Purther, there had never 
about Diem himself being killed hy anybod., 
| fact, the generals and many people wanted Piem to be around but they could 


‘en any discussion at any time 


‘t stand Nhu and Madame Nhu, D 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: — CATEGORIES: 


COLBY, WILLTAM 

MINH, GENERAL , 1 November 1963} prem 
NHUNG 

CONEIN . | 


Nh. i 
OCCURRENCE: COLBY stated that "Apparently the decision by several of the generals, the 


ones that were present, that he (DIEM) would be executed when they got him. They sent an 
officer, a small armored unit to pick him up after they found out where he was down in the 
other part of town. He and his orother were put in an armored personnel carrier with an 
officer, a young Vietnamese who was an aide to GENERAL MINH, head of the coup group, and 
they went into the armored personnel carrier and when the carrier arrived back at head- 
quarters, the two were dead and had been shot several times. .That officer, incidentally, 
and a rather bizarre aspect of this, was himself apparently/ when this junta of generals 
was oo about two months later. Somebody took hat. occasion ta shoot him." 

a “39. | dae ed 


Ah ye 


SOURCE: 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 18-19 
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DATE: 29 June 1975 


FILE: 
PERSONS/ENTI'IES : : DATES : CATEGORIES: 
ale RA 0 arene oy eh ete ed 
: | 
DIEM | May 7, 1963 |} prpM car 


THICH TRI QUANG 


§ 


OCCURRENCE? 
jes ee The Diem circular to ban all religious flags reached’Hue on May 7, 1963. 

Since the city was already bedecked with flags the Vietnamese Minister. Interior, 

Vui Van Long, arriving in Hue on‘the same date as the circular arrive sto the Bud- 

dhist leaders and explained that'the flag regulation would not bé“enfgreed. "The leaders 

of the monks were very pleased,'' said Minister Long. "They. Lis tefied® to me and told me 

that I had given complete satisfaction to their desires#® ‘Quang was present during this 

exchange and joined in expressing satisfaction with the ayrangement not to enforce 

the regulation. Some police in Hue did take down flags before the Province Chief could 
“reverse the order to enforce the regulation. But the precipitating factor, according 

to Wiggins was that Kuang sent aifew monks around to tell the people to haul. down the 

flags, even though he knew this was no longer required, thanks to the Interior Ministers 

actions. "The monks were Oe Bo the population that this was being done as a 


SOURCE: Feser? of Orem ‘ ea) STAPF: 
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CATEGORIES: 
McCone : | DIN ~~ 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: 


In responee to. 3 question as to whether McCone was aware of a suggestion to assassinate 
Mr. Diem and” “* had sent a telegram jn conjunetio ‘that suggestion, McCone testified 
that he did not think it was Mr. Diem, OHS PEE that "there was @ prog  .sal, one 


of a number of proposals, in connection with the difficult political situation that = 


existed in South Vietnam, to dispose by assassination « Nhu and General Kanh.... 

when that was brought to my attention I ordered a telegram sent out to stand that down" 
(4) McCone testified that "The situation in Vietnam was unlike other situations. Me 
were really at. war there. My opposition was more on the basi s of considered judgement 
that the action recommended by the station wouldn't in final an alysis solve any 
problem.", (5). 


SOURCE: F 

——" McCone, June 6, 1975 STAPF? Gordon Rhea 

FILE: DATE: 

PILE oa 6/27/75 | 
ee ee ORD tt Hh eth sa ek pss ieee ma, ae <P te 0h em PED Se Spee me ane ee ee ee eo 


HW 50955 Docld:32423615 Page 26 


2324245615 Page 27 


50955 Doacld 


Hv 


PEKSONS/ENTEVIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
LANSDALE 
ALAN DULLES Mar 16, 1960 | MONGOOSE 
SPECIAL GROUP 
DIEM 


CCURRENCE: 


On March 16, 1960 at the Special Group Meeting there was discussion of stepped up plans 

to use the base radio at Guentameo Bay to expand the stations listening audience. 

VIETNAM Mr. DULLES Referred to the worsening security situation in South Vietnam... and 
commented that this appears to be_a situation where S. F. training might be in order. 
DULLES asked whether it would be "politically feasible for Col. LANSDALE to visit the 
area to assess the situation on the spot." DULLES also discussed briefly "the possibility 
of assisting the South Vietnam government to mount guerrila operationsin the north." 
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Minutes of Special Group Weafing, March 16, 1960. 
7a DATE: 
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6/27/75 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: 


Pa CATEGORIES: 


Lansdale May 12, 1960 Diem ~ 

Dulles Special Group 
Hare 

Irwin 


OCCURRENCE: 


On May 12, 1960 


» the Special Group discussed the subject of the invitation 
From President Diem for General Lansdale to visit Viet Nam. Mr. 

that he assumed that the way in which Diem would like to use 
Lansdale would not be acceptable to the U. 5S. 
eould no doubt be made. 


on to carry out whatever instructions he had in 
Sia eee 


Hare said 
General 

» but that some adjustments 
Mr. Dulles said that “Lansdale could be counted 


a manner least calculated 


te upset Diem." . FE at 
BMS, 


SOURCE: Minutes of Special Group meet 
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, SRSONS/ENTTOIES: | DATES: | 
STRATESIC HAMLET PROGRAM 
prem 


CATEGORIES : 


NGO: DINH NHU 1962 

MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR-GOVERNMENT 

OF VIETNAM, COLBY, HARKINS 

WESTMORELAND, GENERAL : 

OCCURRENCE? CONEIN stated that: "In 1962 COLBY assigned him to work with the MINISTER ¢ 

THE INTERIOR OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM to be responsible for liaison between CIA and th 
MINISTER. on & program called THE STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM, The idea for this program was 
that of NHU, the President's brother and counsellor, which was to establish security withi: 
hamlets and villages in order ‘$5"the people could deny access of food and taxes to the 
VIET CONG. In this position, CONEIN was able to travel quite extensively under the auspic 
of the MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR, and to talk to the unit commanders dowm to and ine ludine 
small sections." p. 17. CONEIN. "This was done with the permission of GENERAL HARKINS ar 
it was known to GENERAL WESTMORELAND when WESTMORELAND took over." p. 18. 


SOURCE: 


STARE s 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein «.< R. DAWSON 


FILE: ee DATE: __ 
= 7 DATE? 39: June 2075 
IRK | PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: |. CATEGORIES: 
Maxwell Taylor Special Group Aug: 
27 Se 62 : mente 
pt 6 MOONGOOSE 
Diem{ 
“OCCURRENCE: 7 ee ener ages Re 


Taylor states that the Special Group and the Sencial Group Augmented considered a proposal by 
oLA. for covert activities designed to harass the Democratic REpublic of Vietnan. This had 
een prepared in response to a request by the Sec.'s of State and Defense, ue. 


Yaylor added that the Special Group asked that a more detailed operation plan be prepared. 
[t was agreed that Defense make certain equipment and personnel available to CIA in support 
of this program. An elint flight designed to identify the North Vietnamese radar order_of 

vattle, so as to permit planning over Flight routes was authorized. | 
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CALEGOR TIS : 


DIEM 4 


Pon sOue 7s oy epi? DATES: 
CONEIN 
February 1962 


| 
| 
a 


OCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated: ‘In February of 1962, two air force pilots, Vietnamese Air 
Force pilots, attacked the presidential palace of NGO DINH DIEM. ‘This was not the first 
indication there was something wrong, because if you will recall, in November of 1960, th 
was another attempted coup. At that time, in February, I was asked if I would go to the 
different military leaders which I knew and had known in the past, to find out what was th 
political pressure, what was the temperature, was there really some dissidence within the 
military ranks, was there really a basis for an uprising against NGO DINH DIEM? I was un- 
able, at this time, to determine this fact. here was an isolated dissidence within the 
military structure. ‘This was reported in February and March of 1962." pp. 16-17. 
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PILE: 30 June 1975 
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PERSONS /ENTITIFG:! DATES : | CATEGOHRIES + 


February 1962 | DIEM VA 


| 


~ OCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated: "In February of 1962, two air force pilots, Vietnamese Air 
Force pilots, attacked the presidential palace of NGO DINH DIEM. ‘his was not the first 
indication there was something. wrong, because if you will recall, in November of 1960, th: 
was another attempted coup. At that time, in February, I was asked if I would go to the 


different military leaders which I mew and had known in the past, to find out what was th: 


political pressure, what was the temperature, was there really some dissidence within the 
military ranks, was there really a basis for an uprising against NGO DINH DIEM? I was un- 
able, at this time, to determine this fact. ‘There was an isolated dissidence within the 
military structure. ‘This was reported in February and March of 1962." pp. 16-17. 


SOURCE : ; 


oe eo 
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R. DAWSON 
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So CATEGORTES : 
DIEM 


PERSONS /ENTTTIES: | DATES: | 
bie 
} 
{ 


OCCURRENCE: "Most manifestations of political oppostion," wrote Henderson, “were 
vigorously suppressed. Civil liberties remained an unfulfilled ideal. Elections were 
far from free and many of the devices used to stimulate popular support for the regime 
bore the the familiar stamp of modern totalitarian practice. No doubt these moves could 
be justified, at least to some extent, in terms of the overwhelming problems confronting 
Diem during his first few years in office and also the inexperience of Free Viet Nam's 
people with the forms and substance of democracy, but...Diem had still to prove that his 
professed devotion to the democratic cause represented anything more than a facade to 
disguise increasingly plain reality of stern dictatorship." (164-165) .¢ 


SOURCE: se eee " — 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 

NGO DINH CAN 1963 | | DIEM / 

MINISTER OF INTERIOR | 

CONCIN: . | 
“OCCURRENCE: 

a=" CONRIN stated that: "On May 7, 1963,..... The MINISTER OF INTERIOR, myself ¢ 


his entourage flew to Hue in central Vietnam. While in Hue, it was on my aircraft that L: 
assigned to me for that day -~: while in Hue, they had a very large meeting of different 
military authorities and at that time I did not realize what was going on. They had met w 
the President's brother, NGO DINH CAN who was considered the war lord, in a way, and some 
decisions were made, of wnich I was not aware of (sic). We returned quite late the night 
the 7th; though I wanted to stay, the MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR told me it. would be impossi: 
I wanted to see the celebration of the birthday of Budda. I wanted to see burnt boats wit’ 
the candles lit going. down the perfumed river, but it was not to be. The next day there we: 
an attack by the military forces on the Buddhists. At that time, the Buddhists as an ent” 
was not a political force and therefore thought of being, and when the attack on the Buda 
came about, this was, in my estimation, one of the turning points in what was happening 1 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: = | CATEGORIES: 
7 MS pee ps 1 SS et ee 
LODGE, enry CABOT 1963 | DEIM~ 

CONEIN 


OCCURRENCE: 


.-.-L worked for Ambassador LODGE. I reported to Ambassador LODGE and I re- 
ceived my instructions from Ambassador LODGE. They were cable instructions, he had a very 
good habit of not reading something. He would fold a piece of paper and what pertained tc 
you for instructions, he would let you read that and that alone’ so that you didn't know wh 
was sending it or where it came from. He just read that and he said those are the instruc: 
tions, do you understand them? Yes, sir; allvight, we'll carry them out." p. 23 


SOURCE: STAFF: 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein. R. DAWSON 
enor. pz 


20: June 1975 


, PERSONS/ENTITIES : | CATEGORIES: 
PORES 1963 | DIEM 


ocr slate Ahab: 


resources whatsoever to help or to aid in the elimination of any individual." p. 25 


SOURCE: . STAPF : 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON 
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OCCURRENCE: "I had never, and even right up to the very end, I had never been asked for any 
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PEHSONS/ENTLTIES : 
Dawson 
National Security Council  - 
State Pept 


DATES: | CATEGORIES: 
1963 


OCCURRENCE: 


Colby stated that the policy of the chain of command wanted a determination 
whether it be by the Security Council or by other authority is made to carry 
out, that policy is normally transferred from the National eecurity Council 

to the ambassador. "the ambassador is the President's representative and 

has overall authority of al] agencies in that country, and therefore, an 
important question like this (the Diem coup) would be passed to the ambassador 
tohandle. "Now, the other. asencies in town would be informed of the policy 
directive that we macht have additional communication as to the details as 

to how to implement them, which in this case (the Diem coup) were done through 
directive to our Station Chief to make sure he operated very directly and in- 
mediately under the control of the ambassador." Pare 35, 


SOURCE: 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby Nawson 


PERSONS/ENTITIFS: | DATES: | CATEGORIES: 
Special Forces 1965 Diem rs 
Go Lhy 


OCCURRENCE: 


Colby stated that “the Special For€es tairst arrived in Vietname workine for 
CTA in this country precriam of developine villayes for their ern defense, 
"hen it got to be as T remember 750 af thom the question arose as to whether 
they should be transferred out of CLA into military ¢ortrel, and this was 
done during 1963; military took over responsibility for that program and 
I will. have sone more words to say about that at another time." Page 25-20. 


SOURCE; 


Mearings, SSCI, June 20,1975, Colby ‘ VaAwSon 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: | 
BUNDY, MC GEORGE °, "TAYLOR, MAXWELL 
BALL, GEORGE | 
FORRESTAL, MICHAEL  . 

HILLSMAN, ROGER; AMBASSADOR NOLTING 
MC CONE, JOHN, MC NAMARA, ROBERT 


CATEGORIRS: 


GECURRENTES COLBY stated that the persons typically in attendance in the conference 
room or situation room to discuss matters in Vietnam during 1963, MESSRS. BUNDY, BALL, 
FORRESTAL, HILLSMAN, MC CONE, MC NAMARA GILPATRIC, TAYLOR. p. 70 COLBY also stated that 
generally the Attorney General was generally not in attendance. If the meeting was to be 
with the President, then it would have been in the Cabinet room and then the Attorney 
General would have been there. pp. 70-71, The chairman of the metings downstairs which | 
President never attended would have been Mr. BUNDY. pp. 71-72 Mr. HARRIMAN would come soi 
times, COLBY recalled, and Vice President JOHNSON would always attend the ones upstairs in 
the Cabinet room, but did not take a particularly active part. pp. 72 Anbassador NOLTING, 
when he returned, after his replacement in Vietnam took a very active role opposing. action: 
against President DIEM to the extent that he was invited to participate. And ‘his advice w: 
not accepted. p. 73 


SOURCE: STARE: R. DAWSON 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby ; 
PILE: = aoe? 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES + DATES + CATEGORIES: 


DIEM a 


Sumer and 
Fall 1963 


CONEIN 


OCCURRENCE: "There were (Sic) not one coup plan. There were several. The problem that wa: 
facing the people that were making assessments of this was which one had the most likely 


chance of succeeding? We were at the point of no return. ‘There was no chance of going back. 


because there was going to be a coup. The best thing to do was to monitor and keep the U.S. 

government advised of who the principal players were, what their intentions were then and in 

the future. It was an impossible situation, and also during this tine, it was getting down 

to the critical element. In October, the generals had to have assurances that I was speakin: 

for the Ambassador. Several attempts were made to get these assurances, and it was practi- 

cally impossible because of the security around the generals, who were already suspect...." 
a CoN ye 


-D. 28 : 
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PERSONS/ENPITIES = DATES: ' ATEGORIES: 
Diem Sumer 1963 Diem \/ 


OCCURRENCE: 


",...Diem was not conforming to Western standards of democracy. And this 
was really the heart of the case against him. Implicit in their criticism was the assump- 
tion that Occidental style democracy was, in fact, the answer to Oriental Vietnam's problems. 
It was an assumtion with which Neo Dinh Diem disagreed on both practical. and philosophical 


grounds." 


ini 
"Our Vietnam Nightmare", Marguerite Higgins, Dawson 


Harper & Row, 1965, p. 165 


PILE: DATE: July 2, 1975 


PERSONS/ENTITIBS: DATES: CATEGORIES: 


Thich Tri Quang Summer, 1963 Diem we 
McNamara 
Diem 


OCCURRENCE: Card=]-* 
Higgins states in her book that, "Washington generated pressure on Diem for concilia- 
tion was based on the assumption. that Thich Tri Quang's grievances concerning flags and 
such were what motivated his Budist protest movement. But it was evident that what Thich 
Tri Quang. wanted was a pretext to see. His objective was not a solution, but nonethe~ 
less than Diem's head. 
“Perhaps Diem might have had a better image in the United States if he had personnally 
shown immediate public concern for the victims of the Hue tragedy. He then instantly 
order generous indemnification of the families who suffered losses, but this was never 
publicized. Perhaps he was too ' , So inwardly assured of his innocence was 
Diem that he did not of going through the. trouble. of -proving it. weuld certainly 
(Sontinued-on-Garde® fac pleased Madera Ave. hoysS of (ho Combes b 5 eG 74 or TiwWe 
‘uf suca straiiy would scarcely kaye eppeased Thiek Tre Guano? ibe Mor DiemS sme. 
SOURCE: Our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, : Dawson &¢¢ 2 Gen 
Harper and Rowe i 


DATE: July 3, 1975 
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OCCURRENCE: 
CONTINUED ON ANOTHER CARD: 
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PERSONS/ENTITINS ¢ _ DATES : CATEGORIES : 
7/63 DIEM ~~ 
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“SAUCE? NeGFIngs; SUS.CUI., 6/20/75, Colidin, EXMIBIt one,  PSTARE; ~ 
. page LO=-11. : Dawson 
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PENSUNS/ENELVLES : DATES: 1 
NGO DINE NEU [ 
CONEIN July 12, 1963 ! 


CATEGORIES : 


OCCURRENCE: CONEIN states that: 
staff meeting and shdéeked them by telling them that he knew of some coup planning going on 
the generals. This scared tne generals and other officers, needless to say, that NGO DINE 
NHU would be completely aware that there was some dissidence in the ranks." p. 20-21. 


SOURCE: STAFF: R. DAWSON 
Hearings, ia June 20, 1975, Conein 
FILE: DATR; 20 June 15%5 
PERSONS/ENTITIFES + DATES; CATEGORIES: 
Krulik, Major General Victor H. Diem 
} 


Kennedy, John F. 
Mendenhall, Joseph, State 
National Security Council 


OCCURRENCE: 


Higgins notes that Kennedy dispatched Krulik and Mendenhall to Viet Nam to make a tour of 
the country to determine the effect of the Buddhist crisis on the war against the Viet 
Cong. Returning to Washington, Krulik and Mendenhall each gave a different report on the 
effect. Higgins notes that Kennedy asked wryly, “Have you two fellows been in the same 
country?" Higgins goes on to note that this was indeed indicative of the American reac- 


tion to Vietnam generally. Krulik, Higgins points.out, visited the theatre of war by go- 


ing to all core areas as well as six divisional and some twenty=five regimental and bat- 
talion headquarters. But Mendenhall saw the theatre of the political intrigue, i.e., 
Hue in Saigon. These latter two areas was the only Viet Nam that Americans knew during 
that time, and it was the slightly Effett, volital society w the haven of Viet 


Goa 

Nam's chronically eritical and bickering peeeeen ys 5 Gea Seldon 3) 
ie Gace: ie cane 

SOURCE: BN ue ‘ 


Qur Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite 


Harper and Rowe 


"On July 11, 1963, NHU called the generals together for 
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PERSONS /ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 


NU, NGO DINE 


won 


ene Sonim i teria nan, 


CONEIN / ; August. 1963 
OCCURRENCE: The coup ...."aborted, because, one, they did not have necessary forces. 


I'm talking about the coup plotters, did not have the necessary forces to combat those 
loyal to the DIEM government, namely elements of the Marines, elements of the Rangers, 
presidential guard, and other units, and especially the Special Forces, which were the best 
armed troops available. Also, they announced in the press that the CIA was paying to. have 
a coup. This was a very shrewd and calculating move on any man on the quality NCO DINH NR’ 
who was a shrewd politician and also master of psychological warfare." pp. 22-23 


SOURCE: STAFF: R. DAWSON 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE: 20 June 1975 
FILE: nn 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | G 
VIETNAMESE SPECIAL FORCES | aa ! ae 
COLBY August 1963  : . DIEM 


OCCURRENCE: COLBY stated that: As part oF the pressure on the goverment in the Auaus 
period, in response to the fact that these SPECIAL FORCES with Vietnamese military and wit: 
Vietnamese police had conducted the raid on pagodas, CIA was directed to suspend its assis 
ance to the SPECIAL FORCES. We did not suspend our assistance to the police or to the 
military who were involved in that, but CIA is an easy thing to turn off, turn on and off. 
The other programs are much more difficult to turn on and off. In a simple way, I think t} 
has had a certain influence in what they did. I kmow it resulted in the transfer of sever: 
units outside of Saigon when we said we would continue to support them." p. 78-79 
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Sbonzes burned themselves and that there had been local press releases made by MADAME. NHU 
Nthat were sometimes not too well received by the Americans, and also antagonized the popul: 
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SOURCE: 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein i R. DAWSON 
BITE: | | , LL Pee ee re 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
COMMODITY IMPORT PRO 
a AMPOR? PR GRAM reer 


COLBY, WILLIAM 
NGO DINH NHU » CONEIN 


SELURRENCE COLBY stated that the United States sought to put pressure on President DIEM 
and the government, particularly to remove NGO DINH NHU from the country, to bring about cer- 
tain changes of policy in August of 1963 that was thought necessary to improve the perfor- 
mance of the government of South Vietnam. Among these were the suspension of Public Law 

480 aid the suspension of the commodity import.program. And also through various contacts 
with dissident generals, the United States was requested whether it would stand aside if 

the generals ran their own coup, and they were given the response in general terms that, 
"Yes, we would stand aside, and yes, we would continue the aid program if a successor gov- 
ernment took over and looked reasonably able to carry on the war.’ This can only be read as 
a green light to the generals. This message was passed through a CIA officer, but his cre- 
ditentials were checked by the generals receiving this kind of a message, with the Ambassador 


and with the Chief of the Military Aid group in Saigon so, that there was no question 


SOURCE? about what U.S. policy was, nor that the CL! office 
was speaking for the Ambassador with his knowledge 


FIL]; Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 10-11 


d consent." . DAWSON 


DATE: 29 June 1975 


% PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: 
o DIEM 7 
& COLBY, WILLIAM ; August 1963 
& NOLTING 

LODGE, denry Cabot 


CATEGORIES: 


me 


OCCURRENCE? COLBY testified that during August, 1973 between the change of ambassadors 
« from NOLTING to LODGE, that the government of South Vietnam took that period and raided 
% Buddists pagadas and essentially sought to surpress the Buddihist dissidence. COLBY stated 
m that DIEM went out and Supressed this kind of active dissidence, justifying. it in his mind 

& and publicly as not accepting this kind of dissidence during a wartime situation, which that 
& country was faced with. COLBY claimed that this suppression only served to adversely affect 
DIEM's image here in the United States and intensify the feeling of dissent within the educa- 


a ted class in Saigon and in the cities, weakened himself, rather than strengthen himself. 


R. DAWSON 


SRLE! DATE? 39 June 1975 
PERSONS/ENTIUTES: DATES: | ee es 
2 
DIEM Aug. 7, 1963 | DIEM 


NOLTING, AMBASSADOR 
RICHARDSON, JOHN 


OCCURRENCE: Higgins asked Diem ‘in an interview on August 7, 1963 whether Diem thought 
the United States was plotting against him. Diem replied: "I do not think Ambassador 
Nolting is plotting against me. I do not think Richardson /of the CIA/ is plotting 
against me. I know there are American officials who are preparing the way in the event 
the decision is taken to try and get rid of me. I cannot forsee the future. And I 
cannot believe that America would turn against an ally under attack, engaged in a struggle 
for its very existence. But some people are crazy--and the world is crazy. Still, 

Miss Higgins, I hope that your government will take a realistic look at these young 
generals plotting to take my place. How much maturity or political understanding do 
they have--of their own country, let alone the world?" (169) . 
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PERSONS /ENTIT IIS $ DATES: 


CATEGORIES: 


Bee, LODGE, AMBASSADOR “| 4 Aug. 7, 1963 


During an interview by Higgins with DIEM on August 7, 1963 "...Diem 
sent an aide for document, which'I later deduced to be a memorandum of a recent con- 
versation with an American official." 


Your ambassador, '' Diem resumed, "comes and tells me that it enhances my 
posture of the liberal image to permit demonstrations in the street by the Buddhists 
and the political opposition...I cannot seem to convinvce the embassy that this is Viet 
Nam--not the United States of America. We have had good reason to ban street demonstra- 
tions in the middle of a war, and the reason is that the Viet Cong a everywhere... .what 
would happen if the Viet Cong should infiltrate the demonstratienihe Saigon, toss 
a bomb, kills dozens of persons, including some American press. 
opinion’ say of me then? Would they believe my governance 3 
Cong were responsible for the killings because only ths ommunists could profit from 


Dawson, R. 


DATE: July 2, 1975 
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PERSONS/ENTIVIES : | pares: | CATEGORIES: 


CARD TWO | i Cad 2 fz 


(continuation) ; 

such an event? Consider what happened at Hue. These plastic bombs were throw by the 
Viet Cong...but-whom did the Americans blame? They blamed me--the President of Viet 
Nam-- and the Vietnamese Army. Would they be any more charitable nextstime? This is 
not child's play; I am not inventing Viet Cong terror. Yet when I ta S&protect the 
people of this country--including the Americans--by good police worl etping control in 


the streets, I am accused of persecuting the Buddhists:" (167)q 


SOURCE: ; | | ~~ [ STAFF: 
Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, Dawson, R. 
} 


e 


PILE: | PDATH: July 2, 1975 


oo 


CARD 1 OCCURRENCE: Higgins points out that on August 14, 1963, Hilsman, in a voice of America | 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES YMiiting, Amb. DATES: CATEGORIES: 
Affair, Saigon Embassy] { 


D reua va 
Cad ¢ 


broadcast, declared that the Buddhist crisis was “beginning to affect the war effort." 
Higgins decided to check this story with the Saigon Embassy in approached Milting, who 
was at that time in conference with Trueheart and Mechlin. Milting told Higgins that 
"“OQur report shows that the Buddhist crisis is not having any impact at all--though, 

of course, it could if riots become severe enough to necessitate diverting front~line 
troups.” 

"We have made a special check," the Ambassador continued, “ of the rumor that Bud- 
dhist and Catholics are eating apart an Army messes. Nothing to it. I don't know what 
Hilsman based this statement on. But he isn't basing it on anything that went out of 
his Embassy, the military mission, or the CIA." Mechlin eufgested to Milting that 
perhaps he should not publicly deny Hilsman's copmeng | ltidisnan was, after alli, 
Milting's boss."" Higgins, returning to age’ GWabreafter, called Hilsman 
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SOURCE: Our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, 
Harper and Rowe 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: 


CATEGORIES: 


Cad 2 


CCURRENCE? Garg 2 ; 
to find out what was the basis for his broadcast. Hilsman conceded that in fact he had 
based his account upon the reports in the New York Times and other press dispatches out © 


of Saigon. (page i#& 124-125). fe fa as 
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Ve me nN 


SOURCE: ee 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: 


CATEGORIES: 
Diem 14 August 1963 {| Diem 
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OCCURRENCE : ; 
In the @urrent Intelligence Memorandum (OCI ee "Soup Rumors in - 
South Vietnam” the following quotation appeared: ". . . the coup reports fo 


and rumors which have arisen since the Buddhist crisis seem to reflect 
some serious coup plotting? awe have no firm evidence of advanced planning 
by any group to attempt to overthrow the regime . . ." (2). 
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DATES: 
8/21/63 


PERSONS/ENTI IES: 


DIEM 
Ball, Undersecretary of State 
Helms, Richard 


Colby, Wm. a OD cre 
OCCURRENCE: Thigs — ter 
ee AG PPR Al 


On 21 August 1963, South Vietnamese troops and polive attacked the occupied 

Buddhist pagodas throughout. the country. DIEM imposed nationwide martial re 
law. <At-apresidential meeting on Vietnam on. this same date, the participants 
from the CIA, including the DCI, DDP, and Chief of Far Eastern Division, it 
was pointed out that on notes taken by the Chief of the Far Eastern Division 
that "on the matter of possible alternate leadership in Vietnam, it was 
pointed out that there was no indication that DIEM was not in full control." 
(2) 


1967 I.G. Report, Part C RD 
DATE: 
Cage = 6/28/75 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: / | 
ey CATEGORIES: 
CATEGORIES: 


DIEM 


On 21 August 1963 a. So be C/Erel ka td 
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"Coup Rumore ¢ - intelligence memo 
ting apainet the ren Vietnam" stated that "additional ropes 463): 
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situation dangerous." (3) action, the Buddhist issue continues te make th 
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1967 I.G. Report, Part C,p.3 ~ 


Cage DATE; FD 


| ee ee i 6/28/75 | 


DATES: 
21 August 1963 


CATEGORIES: 


NGO. DINH NHU, .GENERAL DON 


OCCURRENCE np ing the period between 21 August and the lifting of marshall law on 16 
September, GENERAL DINH actually considered himself the hero of Vietnam and the savior of 
the DIEM regime. DINH, on approximately 31 August had the audacity to inform both President 
DIEM and counsellor NHU that he was their savior and requested a ministerial post for himsel! 
NHU's reaction was to order him to Dalat for a rest." During this period of time, DINH 
realized that he had been played for a dupe by DIEM. The generals would recognize this fact 
and GENERAL DON started playing on DINH's vanity by telling him that he was a real hero and 
that, above all, should have been thanked by DIEM and NHU for saving the government. . 


pp. 12-13 


SOURCE: . STAFF : 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975 , Exhibit 1, Conein R. DAWSON 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
Diem 


DATES: fa 
August 21, 196 Diem 
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OCCURRENCE: ‘teaed—b 
Higgins characterizes the raids muxXakek on the XaLoi and on 
August 21, 1963, as the turning point in American policy toward Viet Nam. She states 
that this erystalizes the feelings of a powerful action inside the Kennedy Administration 
that Diem had to be opposed. 
raised stories from Saigon scene that had all the inventiveness of an 
pened Ian Fleming. Soldiers in battle dress were wearing gasmasks “stormed” into 
shortly after midnight. <A of bells, a blood-curdling 
scream shattered the spirits serenity. One eye witness professed to see 
two monks thrown twenty feet from a balcony. Extravagant rumors about the number of 
death and wounded spread like a wild malignancy. 
“When the ee Nations in Viet Nam investigated the rumors in ok 
Z months (ator 
SOURCE: Our ners Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins 
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On 21 August 1963, South Vietnamese troops arid malice atbacied the occupied 
Buddhist pagodas throughout the country. DIEM imposed nationwide martial j 
law. At apresidential meeting on Vietnam on this same date, the participants 
from the CIA, including the DCI, DDP, and Chief of Far Eastern Division, it 
was pointed out that on notes taken by the Chief of the Far Eastern Division 
that "on the matter of possible alternate leadership in Vietnam, it was 
pointed out that there was no indication that DIEM was not in full control." 


(2) 
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PERSONS /ENTIPIES : DATES: CATEGOKIES: 
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Hearings, S.S.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, STATE Dawson 
page 12. 
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SOURCE: 


Hearings, S.§.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, on ; 
page 12. DATE? 6/30/75 
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HILLSMAN , Roger (Assistant 

Seeretary of State for Far 

Eastern Affairs) 


8/22/63 


MPS] wey be” BEE Pt 
On August 22, 1963, in a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR 3334), the following Ai", 
message appeared: "Ref dept. telegram in process. Reftel (which Hgs. Bae 
not. yet seen) states basic line to be taken and directs that it be pushed 
at all levels. Hilfsman requested Has. send companion telegram to station 
pointing out this is one technique to bring about surfacing of where and 
who real power is. Pressing this line could maximize possibility of obtain- 
ing US, objective. Even if it does not succeed, it can substantially 
assist in identification of alternate or successor leadership with necessary 
drive, abilities and ambition, to incorporate in our overall contingency 
planning and serve as focus of build-up program. Hgs. will comment ped Le 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


HILLSMAN, Roger (Assistant 
Secretary of State for Far 
Eastern Affairs ) 

CIA 


OCCURRENCE: 


8/22/63 


CARD #2 


further detail after seeing message, if necessary, but passes above at 
Hil#/sman's request." (3) 
ee 


SOURCE: SUE 
1967 1.G. Report, part 0,” te 
FILE: 


Cage 


ia AD oes diate Salty a, DA'LIES + 
or eee eee (ae aras 
RICHARDSON, John (CIA station 8/22/63 
chief in Saigon) 
Saigon Embassy rey? 
DIEM ; 
OCCURRENCE; 


On August 22, 1963, in a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0208) Chief of 

Station RICHARDSON forwarded his personal views concerning alternate 
leadership: ". . . Recent events have made us feel that hope for civilian 
government to replace DIEM administration is unrealistic. The solution 

seems even more improbable than ever before. Would appear that we should 
have either DIEM or military junta,. . View time factor have not coordinated 


this message with embassy but we have exchanged views fully on subject mat- 
ter.” (3-4) : 


ZG ahed GLloezPee:PLEooe—cceoc an 
¢ 


oe CATEGORIES: 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ATE 
HILLSMAN, ROGER eee ss 
LODGE, HENRY CABOT 


CONELN 


i : 
t 

22 or 23 August! DIEM v 

1963 


j ~ When he arrived he found that Saigon was - 
COCURRENS Raia ee the pagodas , there had peageie eae 
ee a et eople to anybody who would listen to them Game uae ae 
peer pet ae ‘ te the existing regime, I had talked with differen ee cue 
rs eeu eee an don't recall if it was the 23rd or 24th, we received a cable Sree 
eee anes e et ROGER HILLSMAN cable which practically gave us the go-anear 
cares eet of thing could not continue." pp. 21-22 


SOURCE? 


i R. DAWSON 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein 


TASER « pe 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES: 
CONEIN 23 August 1963 ! DIEM 

H 
CCURRENCL: 


"There was a lot of talk of coups. We met with generals on different as 
I met with them, other people had also. We had met with colonels and junior oeaas = 
we anticipated that there would be some type of action taken in the latter part of August. 
dp. ee. ; 


€G abegqd GT9fZFZE'PIOCd GGE0G AH 


SOURCE : STAFF: 

i i ‘ SON 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein im R. DAW. 
FILLE* | DATE: 30 June 1975 


A a ttn ating ee 


PERSONS/ENTIVIES + DATES: CATEGORIES: 
VN ENTITIES VALES VALEGORLES 
HARRIMAN, W. Averrel (Undersecreta Nh . : eA 

of State for Political Affairs) 8/24/63 Diem b 


HELMS (Deputy Director for Plans, 
RUSK, Dean (Secretary of State) 

PAIR Ty. Raswe pen Q 
Galeicnas 


TA) 


Rt Ef by Sy by kg Ae es 
. b RY H ea LL ; hk les lu 
i On August 24, 1963, in a telephone call from HARRIMAN to HELMS at 2000 
hours, HARRIMAN outlined to HELMS the substance of what eventually turned 
out to be Deptel 243 to Saigon. In notes recorded by HELMS, in response to 
HELMS" query, "HARRIMAN confirmed that the thrust of the telegram contained 


of Defense) 


an implicit pullout of American forces and Support if the Nhus' were not 
ousted. HARRIMAN said the message had been cleared ‘with Hyannisport}: 5 with 
the Secretary of State and with Mr. GILPATRICK. (4) 


STAFF: 


1967 I.G. Report, part Cpl RD 


DATE: 
Cage 


6/28/75 


PERSONS/ENPITIES : 
HILSMAN, Roger (Ass't. Sec.State for 
Far Eastern Aff -- FE) 
LODGE, Henry Cabot (Amb. to SVN) 


DATES: | CATEGORIES: 


25 August 1963 | DIEM 


CCURRENCE: 


On August 25, 1963, in a cable from HILSMAN to LODGE (personal), sent via CIA channels 
(DIR 63854), there appeared the following messare: 


"State cable sent separately represents agonizing at highest levels. Course outlined is 
dangerous but all agree that delaying clear cut US stand is even more danperous. It won't 
be easy for you, but be assured we will back you all the way." (5) 
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SOURCE: STAFF: 


I.G. REPORT 1967, p. 5 Dawson 


PAz1 C 
FILE DATE? 28.6.75 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES: 
CIA 25 Aus. 1963 ft va 
LODGE, Henry Cabot pee 
| ee ae 
2% aN 1 , 7 | | 
OCCURRENCE: B Sims tice bt 


In a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR 63855), of August 25, 1963, the following message appeared: 


"FYI CIA not consulted re cable being sent separately, which however cleared at highest 
levels. In circumstances believe CIA must fully accept directives of policy makers and seek 
ways accomplish objectives they seek. While have not seen exact. text, understand it invites 
LODSE final judgment. . . . Danger in present course of action appears to be throwing away 
bird in hand before we adequately identified birds in bush, or songs they may sing. Thus 
supeest a real search for courses of action which might retain options in our hands at same 
time as taking positive stand rather than waiting for situation to clarify (at which point we 
probably unable to affect it.) This boils down to seeking some middle ground for at least 
interim period... .." (7) 


STAFF: Dawson 


ZERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
‘BIARDSON, Saigon Chief of Station 25 Aurust 1963 DIEM 


IANH, General (SVN) 
aM 


"HA, CIA officer in Saigon 


aaa ream aad ; : ‘ 
1uz CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0291), the following message a 
fred 


Ku 2 2 oar * 

5 ? SNERS ted an immediate meeting with 
WdlEE OF STATION RICHARDSON reports that GENERAL KHANH reques at 
ban (an officer of the CIA Saigon Station). At the meeting KHANH requested assurances that 
16’ U.S. Government would support the VIETNAMESE ARMY if it should move against the DIEM 
RLM." (7) 
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SOURCE: I.g, REPORT 1967, p. 7 STAFF: Dawson 


(ner C 
FILE: DATE? 28.6.75 
PLRGUNS/ENTLUPIES : DATES: } CATEGORIES: 
CIA 26 August 1963 | = DIEM 


TAR _QRMMNTT 


OCCURRENCE? i ca EE ot 
Jn August 26, 1963, in a CIA document entitled "ONE Starr Memorandum, No. 60-63, Internal ON 
Norking Paper, CIA Distribution Only," the following statement appears: 

i a EE ME ; 


‘On balance, we believe the best hope for the preservation of US interests and attainment 

of US objectives in South Vietnam lies in the possibility of a coup d'etat by anti-Communist 
yationalists with sufficient military support to obviate prolonged civil war. Such a proup 
nicht not prove able to salvage the situation and, indeed, might eventually prove no better 
shan the present reptime. Such a development would, however, enable the US and anti-Communist 


jationalist elements to make a fresh start unencumbered and unhampered by political errors of 


vast years, months, and weeks. Tn such a fresh start, we believe, lies the only viable hope 


“or the attainment of US interests and objectives in South Vietnam." (8) 


AH 


y PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
GIELMS, Richard LODGE, Henry Cabo DIEM / 
CARIER, Gen. Marshall KENNEDY, John F. | 26 August 1963 
SHU CIA 
TEM DEPTEL 243 


a'ELT, ADM. Harry D. (CINCPAC) 
mp OCCURRENCE: 


i. 

Mn August 26, 1963, HELMS' record of a Presidential Meeting on Vietnam, is below. The other 
SIA participant was GENERAL MARSHALL CARTER, DDCI. 

=) 


m the question was raised as to whether there had been such a significant change in the Vietnam 
Bsituation that it really appeared desirable to dump the NHU's and possibly DIEM himself. Prin- 
inal points discussed were: ADMIRAL FELT's concern over the dangers inherent in. the current 
WS action in South Vietnam; the fact that LODGE had not seen DIEM to discuss the future role 
of the NHU's; the meaning of the phrase 'pive direct support to military commanders! in DEPTEL 
243; the question of succession; and what would happen if the action taken over the weekend 
failed. The PRESIDENT asked for another session on August 27 with participants to present 
biographic data on key SVN personalities and a contingency plan for the succession." (8-9) 


SOURCE: J.¢, REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. 8-9 


DATE:  28.6.75 


FILE: 
2 4 UNS N'Y Pep oe : eee . ete SE SAE, Oe ey ee ee 
ie LIES; 


RICHARDSON 
CONETN OUN, John 


Nig a) fy aC 


Said he w S to the pen 
Ould have to check with Many In re 
‘ 9 


0330), 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: _ CATEGORIES: 
KENNEDY, John F, HARKINS (MAC/V) 
HELMS (DD/P) | CIA 27 Aug. 1963 
COLPY, William DEPTEL 243 
CARTER Ch pera 
LODGE, Henry Cabot 


wey aN 


“Prats s 3 
per PP [ 
hk, 


Ba wa ko SS 


OCCURRENCE: “Fok 
On August 27, 1963, there was a Presidential Meeting on Vietnam. The record was taken by 
HELMS or by COLBY for the CIA, and the other CIA participants were CARTER and HELMS: 


"The PRESIDENT stated that a coup should not be attempted unless it would be successful and 
asked whether we could turn back at this point. The PRESIDENT asked that the judement of 
LODGE and HARKINS be sought on the prospects for victory or defeat of a coup. A cable was 
drafted asking if they still agreed with their concurrences to DEPTEL 243." (9-10) 


£G aed GIGEAPSE PIOOd of605 AM 


STAFF: 


SOURCE: 1.4. REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. 9-10 Dawson 


DATE: 20.6, 15 


een eam ny ca ii, hn’ re, “peeh erence A Se eR see eM em ee 


BE ih os hen carey DATES + 
eames peli Sete 


ay ee iE Sh } VARIA ‘i 
DEPTEL, 243 DEPTEI, 21 | SATEGORTES : 
KENNEDY, John F. eter e7 Aug. 1963 | Dry 


LODGE, Henry Cabot 

HARKINS, John (Commander, MAC/V) 
OCCURRENCE: 

In a St 


ate telegram to Sai ; ee oF Get wo re 

gram to Saigon (DEPTET, 256), on August é/, 1963, the following message appeared: 
"Examination of reports to d | | 
Proceeding from the concept outlined 


appraisal of present prospects Hi F ified, now desire your prompt 4 { 
2 ClSs +s « Highest. authorit te ee 
of developing Situation, presently favor operation as ee Me be eee br Light 


ec | y planned by generals. We wish 
at developing evidence makes it wise to modify." (10) a ee any decision 


-I.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 10 


PLLE* 


Is DATES : 
PENOGUNS/IWE TL USS ¢ Uf 


Song Thegt 
GK. DINE . | Ti/T/b 
i=] { 

GOUNSELLER NU 


OCCURRENCE: 


i+ i both President 
; audacity to inform eee sa) 
i y 31 August, had the au : bed a ministeria 
Dinh, on ela cs Saat ac their savior and requeste 
Diem and Counse 
post for himself. 


BG ahed CT9EZPLE Plood 


eae See Me ty de mys “PSTAFF T Dayson 
S Hearings, 8.8.C.L., 6/20/75, ¢ nein, Exhibit one, Ee Sec 
SOURCE? Wearings, $.8.C.l., 6/20/75, Conein, 
pages 12-23. 


RULE: 


LEV UNS/ENT LP TES» 
LICHARDSON, John 


ec, Nae 1 
: erat BO 
aigon (SAIG 0363) that: 


has reached point of no Peturn 
‘ing able to laun i 
ance to win.., 


senerals are neutralized before 
4 believe they will act and 
~-«We all] understand that th 
done on our 


Chat they have a food 
© effort must Succeed and t 
part must be done...." (10) 


T.G, REPORP 1967. Part CG. p. 20 STAFF; 


Dawson 


DATE: = 


x PERSONS/ENTIPTES : 


gis EXECUTIVE COMMETTER DATES: _ CATEGORIES: 
IELMS, Richard 
GHARKINS 29 Aur. 1963 DIEM ~ 


CIA 
SXENNEDY, John F, 


& OCCURRENCE: 


is Punt ayy I 
‘At a NATIONAL SECURTT'Y COUNCIL EXECUTIVE : 
L EXE | COMMITTEE meet i 
gtth a record taken by DD/P HELMS, shows that Pag ee ae nee 
= 


ay Pre b na. id an: 2D. iw) & > Pr = 


At ty 
GRESIDENTTAL approval." (12) 1" GIVING the sense of the meeting was drafted for 


(Other CIA participants were not identified.) (12) 


STAPF: Dawson 


FILE: DATE: 28.6.75 
Nc tp eo i oe oa ieee om. 

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES: 

KENNEDY, JOHN F. BUNDY, McGeorge | Pe 

RUSK, Dean NSC Exec. Com. DIEM 

McNAMARA, Robert LODGE, Henry Cabob 3 

TAYLOR, Maxwell HARKINS, John bh” [eo 
CCURRENCE: 4 Yay Rl wi Arar 


On August 28, 1963, the PRESIDENT met privately with RUSK, McNAMARA, TAYLOR, and McGEORGE 
BUNDY. He reported to the rest of the NSC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE merely that three telegrams 
were being sent to Saigon: a personal message to LODGE from the PRESIDENT, a general message 
from the DEPARIMENT to the AMBASSADOR, and a telegram from TAYLOR to HARKINS. (11) 


(This is reflected in notes taken by HELMS (DD/P) of the NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE meeting on Vietnam. Other CIA participants are not identified. ) eda, ) 


SOURCE: J.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. ll STAFF: Dawson 


FILE: DATE: 28.6.75 


oe a LEO? pysy DATES: CATEGORIES: 
Te — ene eee 4. nee asrenctsiosiveapeen. 
FOInISON, Lyndon B. McHAMARA 30 Aug. 1963 [ DIEM 
EEIMS BUNDY 
CARTER wate 
COLBY 


@ OCCURRENCE: Tt reer 
Gh Aurust 30, 1963, there was a VICE PRESIDENTTAL, meeting on fetnam, with HELMS, CARTER, 
ad COLBY participating. The record is provided by C/FE COLBY which shows that: 
he 


ie 
"BUSK referred to recent cable traffic and said that he was not even sure whom we were dealing 
aith or what they were planning. McNAMARA pointed out that there was some question whether 
cHe generals ever did have a plan. BUNDY Said he had re-read the earlier traffic and noted 
sgat they never said they did. GEN. CARTER said he believed that the general's coup was not 
lakely at this Stage and that in another week we will be approximately where we were before 
‘fe attack on the Buddhist temnles. BUNDY suerested we consider additional contingencies 
fore the GROUP and whether the assumption that NUU is impossible: is well founded." (13) 


SOURCE: 71g. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 13 STAFF? Dawson 


SELES DATE? 28.6.75: 


PERSONS /ENTITIES: 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


coy CARR 31 Aug. 1963 | DIEM 

aLMS I ce 
RUSK HEEMS . ™ Tey fi 
McNAMARA an ( a 'y rt 
LODGE 


OCCURRENCE: 


At a VICE PRESIDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on August 31, 1963, a record by C/FE COLBY reflects 
that: 


"RUSK suggested we look at precisely what in the Vietnam situation made us sare a 2 OUP 
and what might be done to improve conditions in Vietnam. McNAMARA SINS RUBE dine tes 
quirement was reestablishment of communication between LODGE and HARKINS . vas “ tre AYN 
that a telegram be prepared for Saigon making suggestions as to what we might. a 

to do.” (14) 


DDCI CARTER and DD/P HELMS.also participated. ) 


SOURCE: Dawson 


STAFF : 
I.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 14 —— 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


ZPERSONS/ENTITIES: | 
31 Aug. 1963 | DIEM Y 


cel : 
m,August 31, 1963, in the Saigon Station's chronology of August 
flowing report appears: 

ha 


ARKINS 
HEEM . 

Ta : y romcy Ree 
rapes PAE TN eae 
6 E vi ae is fi Ae ly \ 
MOCCURRENCE: Nae me Tp albny Fs 

1963 coup activities, the 


SBNERAL HARKINS was authorized to meet with KHIEM to give KHIEM assurances of USG backing. 
HTEM showed a reluctance to talk and suggested that HARKINS meet with GENERAL MINH. KHIEM 
oymented that MINH had called off the planning and was working on other methods which KHTEM 
Weld not describe. KHIM further stated that the generals were not ready as they did not have 
wuch forees under their control. “HARKINS decided not to five KHIEM assurances which he had 


2fn authorized to impart. LODGE approved HARKINS' decision on 31 August after HARKINS re- 
arted." (13) . 


SOURCE: TG. 


REPORT 1967, Part. €., p. 13 STAFF: Dawson 


FILE: DATE: 28,6.75 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
{ 
aii 1963 | Diem ~ 


State Department HeCone 
Nefense Department 


OCCURRENCE: © 


Colby stated that tho “...in this situation we were haviny almost daily 

nectinss with seminr officials in the CTIA, State Department, Neflense Ne- 
partment and so forth, in the basement of the White House and there was 

no question that this was national policy and hammered out. ...at these 
neetings, these were the meetings at which Mr. McCone and I arsued very 

strongly .that we should not move against the Diem sovernnent we should 
continue “to work with it." Pace 36 = 


Gcé6os AH 


z9 ahea GToecPze:Ploba 


——SSArh..DEPARTMS 


SOURCH : 


PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: CATEGORIES: 
| 
i 


DIEM we 


CONEIN Fall 1963 


CCURRENCE: 
=" CONEIN stated that: there was dissidence within the coup group, the people who 
were going to pull the coup and one general didn't like the other general. ‘The best way I 
can describe it, if you had three Vietnamese generals sitting and talking to you, one genera! 
would talk, walk. out of the room to go to the "john", two would tell you, don't trust that 
one, and finally the one who had out-waited the other two, there would be one left, and he 


would say, don't trust those two. p. 31 


SOURCE: STAFF: 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON 
FILE: DATE: 


July 1, 1975 


PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: 
COLBY, , 


CATEGORIES: 


DIEM 4 


Fall 1963 . 
LODGE, HENRY CABOT 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


Sy anne: 


OCCURRENCE: COnBY stated that "I would say that the embassy's position, the political 
section and the ambassador, was much more sympatnetic to the proposition that the war coul: 
not successfully be conducted with President DIEM still in power without a major change in - 
his style of operation. However, there is an additional factor, this which was the public 
pressure on the policy levels of our government in Washington, and the United States, and 
think this public pressure was felt particular by the people in the NATIONAL SECURITY COUN’ 
and by the people in the STATE DEPARTMENT." p. 61 


R. DAWSON 


606 AW 


oPERSONS/ENTIT IBS: DATES: 


COLBY 


CATEGORIES: 


ptem 


a 


RNS Se au 
Generel HAR Kins Fall 1963 


aid teh one eet 


o 
BILODGE , H.C « 
BNSC 


a 
ha 


Led _ ta 

SOCCURRENCE: Mp, COLBY“that: "The Defense Department was almost totally in a position thi. 

Fthe wars in the countryside, that the countryside seems to be going along reasonably well, 
that this (DIEM’s continuance in office) is an urban problem, urban political problem whic: 

pshould not interfere with the main things going on. This was true of the Secretary and 

& General HARKINS out there and the Joint Chiefs here and so forth". p. 62 
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SOURCE: 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby 
PILE: 


STAPF: R. Dawson 


DATE: 1 July 1975 


PERSONG/ENTITIFS * DATES: 
ee natin 


NU 


CATEGORIES! 


Fall 1963 
LODGE, #.¢- 
COLBY 


OCCURRENCE: (QOLBY stated in response to a question as to whether there was any serious 
attempt to persuade DIEM to leave office voluntarily that: There had certainly been dis- 
cussions to have NHU leave Vietnam at various times". But, "there was almost no direct 
contact between our ambassador LODGE and President DIEM, very little contact." P. 66 


Fo e6heq GCLoeere 


PERSONS/ENTIGIES: | DATES: CATEGORIES: 


Fall 1963 ' DIEM we 


3 NSC | | 
Sora peranmenr 


OCCU URRENCE’ COLBY stated that the public pressure that was brought upon or was felt by 


* the NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL and by the people in the STATE DEPARTMENT was "one of distasi 
8 for President DIEM." p. 61 


PILE: 


On ce Se, Ae ee A Se, A Se NY er ARR Nee a: em om em GRR Ty hn See ee mom en on cin is IY eee Oe em eure eee ee ee eee ee ee ae ee ene ines See ee tn ft er et ee re we om ee ee; 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


DATES: | CATEGORIES: 
COLBY Fall 1963 + DIEM vo 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY ; e. 
GENERAL KRULAK cA s 
MR. MENDELHAY 
~ OCCURRENCE’ Cory stated that: nine most Besant way ran hick tne was posed, this has 


been described publicly a number of times, was that at one tim, particularly with the 
frustrating period the President (Kennedy) faced with these two strong positions, he sent 
two officers, one a General Krulak, who was an assistant to Secretary McNamara and a Mr. 
Mendelhay, who had formerly been the political counsellor in Saigon, to Saigon for about 
five days to make an assessment on the spot and they came back to the camera room, and one 
sat on one end of the room and one sat on the other and General Krulak first said he had b. 
to 20 provinces and talked to 20 provinces and 30 military chiefs and all that sort of thir 
and the war business (was) going on basically and there were some problems, but the thing 
was that they seemed to have a strategy and they seemed to be moving along on it, then 


. Mendelhay said he went to three cities end talked to lots of civil servants and political 


people, and all the rest of it and there was a general feeling that the cause hopeless be- 
cause there was so much distaste for President DIEM and so much opposition, and the genera: 
feeling that the war could not be won. And the President, of course, looked at them and 


~ SOURCE Sad) dy You Tua tetas” yo th Tha sane county Y Hng He | | STAFF: 
tf i 
Hearings » SSCI, June 20, 1975, cpg _ GAswer 3 they dic, R. DAWSON 


the fro bod ut tise ditlegsot 


TPT Woe io bat a. core ee, boas TYAS « 


DATES + CATEGOR LES: 


z PERSONS / INLD LES ¢ 
Boh, Tonthat 

=] 
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Wa, Neo Dinh 
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a OCCURRENCE: 


i : 

= 

manein stated that Diew aml Nhu did..not understand Dini's role as a double 
ent. Dien or Shu had planned to have a Bravo T and a Bravo TT that Diem 
BNhbu would have their own coup and co down to Vonetau as if thev were 
@capine and there would immediately be a COUR et Cort fo: WR neo ome aT 


nts oy og : ue sada . me 

mstivated by Nhat baek to power by popular acclamation. Sa on Hovenmbeor J 

@ lope, in the afternoon when troons were movine it was assumed yy Iiem 

&d Nhu that this was part of Diem's nlan to Nave a countet-comm. Pare 66-65. 


SOURCE: 


ilearings, SSC, 


Conein, June 20, 1. Dawson 
\ 
PILE: | DATE: T/1LT5 
FPERSOUS/ENT LL Ito DATES: CATEGORIES: 


CONEIN 
September 1963 


DIEM 


HUAN, Commanding Officer, Military 


— )6DON promised DINH that he would personnally speak to the President on DINH's - 
behalf and that he would ask that DINH be granted the Ministry of Interior, while he, DON, 
would ask for the Ministry of National Defense. DINH believed that DON had his personal 
interest. at heart and DON did in fact make such an appeal to the President to enlarge his 
pfovernment, but made the proposal in such a way that it would have been impossible for DIEM 
or NHU to accept. Deadlines were given. DINH was informed that the President would give hin 
the ministerial post. After the deadlines had passed and DINH had not received what he tho- 
ught was his proper recognition, GENERAL DON and other officers including HUAN continued to 
lend sympathy to DINH.while DINH was still waiting for his ministerial post. p. 13 


Cet sat 


SOURCE: 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Exhibit 1, Conein 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 


g 

2 : 

© GENERAL MINH | 

SEM | September 1963 ' DIEM we 

~ LODGE, tlean’ CABOT 

© DON, GENERAL 

SI NEIN . 
" OCCURRENCE: "During the month of September, there was still more talk of coups, pee 2 
mS time. the month of September, I had been told by Ambassador LODGE that I was to Lelong 
x planning only... -That I was to convey any messages. I had conveyed messages . meee a 
a on two occasions , GENERAL KHTEM on one occasion. I had met with GENERAL tine . 
a on another occasion. On severai occasions, I had mt with GENERAL DON and other hk 

~ leaders." p. 23 

& 

m 

ee 

oh 


SSTARR: 


SOURCE: 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein 
FILE: 


R. DAWSON 


DATE? 99 Jume 1975 


PERSONS/ENTIVIES : DATES: | CATEGORIES: 

RICHARDSON, John aioe | 

DTEM { DIEM 

NHU 2 Sept. 1963 
OTA 

SOL. ‘TURE 


OS CURKIENCE S on September 2, 1963, : 
In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0523),/the I.G. REPORT provides the following sunmary: 


"RICHARDSON cabled a damage assessment. He concluded that DIEM and the NHU's are fully aware 
that the USG encouraged the GENERALS to attempt a coup and that CIA was the instrumentality of 
this encouragement. He judged there was an even possibility that all major programs could 

fo forward as in the past. He listed as a major dilemma the Stations future relationships with 
COL. TUNG. He noted his dissatisfaction with TUNG as a GVN liaison vehicle through which to 
conduct PM programs, but noted that the GVN had offered no alternative. Unless we. were willing 
to discontinue our NVN, Laos border, and cross-border programs, we must continue to work with 
TUNG. {NOTE: PM programs = paramilitary programs] 

"The Times of Vietnam published charges that the CIA was plotting, and financing a couy: 
and was giving asylum to the chief anti-DIIM Buddhist leader. The story was picked up and widely 
slaved by the New York Daily News, the Chicago Tribune, Baltimore Sun, and other prominent 

SOURCE: newspapers. 15-1 STAFF: 
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DATES : | CATEGORIES: 


KENNEDY, John F. DIEM os 
HELMS NHU . 6 Sept, 1963 DIEM 
CALBY BUNDY | 


” MADAME, NHU 


poe! 


Lm} 

a te 
nt a PRES STDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on September 6, 1963, es bh COLBY peyiae the fol- 
tte 

a 


ggoming meeting, as one of LODGE's cables indicated he was headed very much in this direction. 
WSK agreed to do this. The PRESIDENT agreed with the desirability of silencing MADAME NHU but 
expressed some doubt that NHU"'s participation was as fatal as STATI: seemed to say it was. RUSK 
commented that the COUNIRY TEAM had stated its feeling that NHU must go, to which the PRESIDENT 
replied that they may have been operating under directives received from here." (16) 


STAFF: 


I.G. REPORT 1967, 


SOURCE: Part C, p. 16 Dawson 


FILE: DATE: —38.6.75 


BPLKSONS/ENT IV LES : DAVES: 


WANEDY, John FF. DIEM 

BMS NHU _ 6 Sept. 1963 
GEBY BUNDY 

USK * MADAME NHU 


RENCE: 


Owing, summary: 
ha 
Ga 


Diem ~ 


ei pal ye 


ral 


CATEGORIES: 
meee a 
VASE 


EN 2p 


ta PRESIDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on September 6, 1963, HELMS 4nd COLBY provide the fol- 


TON OS be ee 


HSK stressed the immediate need for direct contact between LODGE and DIEM. BUNDY pointed out 


He necessity of advising LODGE not to have a real show-down with DIEM over NHU at this forth- 
qping meeting, as one of LODGE's cables indicated he was headed very much in this direction. 

(BK agreed to do this. The PRESIDENT agreed with the desirability of silencing MADAME NHU but 
xpressed some doubt. that NHU's participation was as fatal as STATE seemed to say it was. 
dimented that the COUNTRY TEAM had stated its feeling that NHU must go, to which the PRESIDENT 
‘eplied that they may have been operating under directives received from here." (16) 


I.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 16 


SOURCE: 
FILE: 
PERSONS /ENLIDLES + DATES: 


Special Forees CIA payments 
CIA 8 Sept. 1963 


Tung, Col. 


Pell, DAvid | 


Faas 


DATE: 


STAFF: 


DUM. | 
fan GBR LM 
7A 


CATEGURIT2 3 


Dawson 


28.75 


“OCCURRENCE: 


Ted Nat a Geek 


On 8 September 1963 wire services in prominent newspapers carried a story that the 
Special Forces troops who raided the pagodas on the 21 August were still being 
“paid seeretly by CIA. This story was attributed © a highly reliable source in 
Washington and gave details of support to Col. Tung in the amount of $3,000 , 000 
ammually, and of payment. of $250,000 on 3 September. The tory was datelined in 
Washington and in Manila. David Bell warned in a television interview that the 
U.S. Congress might cut pack aid to Victnam unless the Diam government changed 


o 


its policy. 


SOURCE: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) , p. 17 
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wPERSONS/ENTITIES: 


Migiae ee 
Crmrnesk, Victor Gen. ,| Mendenhall ,Jos. A. 


—. 


DATES: ; CATEGORIES: 
10 Sept. 1963 


Counterinsurgency Specialist UN Adviso 
Joint Chiefs of Staff__ Bureau Fa. 


Rusk, Dean Sec. of State | Tras. 2 


MeCone._.Joha DCT __ e 
OCCURRENCE: Richardson ,John 


Eastern - DIEM 


At a Presidential meeting on Vietnam with Carter and Colby in attendance, the 

following Te SRee bY Colby is provided of the meeting of September 10, 1963. 

General Gran tah reported his findings in Vietnam. His conclusions were that the 

war was going ahead at an impressive pace and that the Vietcong war could be won 

if current U.S. military and socological programs are continued. Mendenhall, the 

State representative who accompanied Gzelaek, expressed the view that there was 

complete breakdown of the Siagon civilian government in the security situations in 

the provinces had deteriorated. The President asked where the two gentlemen had been 

insame country. Rusk suggested that the focus be on what happened in July and August 

that reversed the optimistic judgments in May and June. Mr. MeCone talked from a 
ram_uinich_ he zainst_any cut jn aid. _ 


eived Richardson recommen 
SOURCE: STAFF: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 ee 
PILE: DATE: 
6/27/75 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: —_ 
Diem . 
Richardson, Chief of Station CIA Siagon DIEM 


10 Sept 1963 


~ OCCURRENCE: ~ ee a ee 
On 10 September 1963 in a cable from the CIA station in Siagon (SAIGO760) to 

Washington, the following quotation appears: "Am inclined to feel general officers 
will seek evolutionary accomodation with Diem, (if he permits them to do so) 
unless overall situation clearly deteriorates, there — ‘ : 
ts breakdown of civil - order or of governmental machinery,or unless war effort 
begins to Zo backward seriously (despite damages suffered since 8 May and 21 August 
am inclined to believe we should be able to resume successful prosecution of war 
in military and civil sections) do not align myself with the view that USG should 
suspend aid ". 


SOURCE: 7 STAFF; 
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 | Dawson 


on 
3 PERSONS/ENTITTIES? . 
re PERSONS/ENTITIES DAPES: PEGOR: 
: ONS ZENTITIES DATES t : CATEGORIES: 
Kennedy, John I, President 
5 CIA i 
5 f | 10 Sept. 1963 DIEM 
: 
Z 
ho mone oie * as oe, oan \ 
fc OCCURRENCE: Ge ee ay pe get ee 
a On 10 September 1963, in an interview by Huntley and Sanne ihe es _ : ae - 
e the charge that the CIA makes its own policy. 4 ; Sere 
9 
a 
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iat} 
a] 
o 
~~ SOURCE: , STAFF ~ 


IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 


Dawson 
FILE: : 
a ett OR ete Se ne ieee Pern) 6/27/75 

PERSOUS/ENTITTES | DRPES: CATEGORIES: 
Boridy , 
Colby . 
MeCone DiEM 
MeNenarra 10 Sept. 1963}%.2 7. > Mie, foe e nce és., 
vormedy, President ee ae ay We aeti cae 
FD a eg a ga ec aces Nae , ee ae, So a neg ne 

OCCURRENCE: At a National Security Council executive inmeting on Vietnam, with ~~ 
Carter and Colby participating for the CIA, Colby provided the following record: Bundy 


stressed the need to unify U.S. government posture, to coordinate press guidance and Lo 
control outgoing messages to Saigon. ~ He emphasized the importance of following the 
President's guidance on this delicate problem, in spite of intensly differing views of 
what should be done and how, the risk, minimum objectives, and facts. McNamarra stated 
that his position was virouously against throwing out this goverment without seeing 
an alterygative and that none eppeared to exist. Mr. McCone commented that the problem 
was not so much the existance of an alternative as to how to put one into power. Bundy 
sunmarized the President's position as one in which we must express our reservations 
as to mistakes and misdeeds of Diein but not be a position wher we can not deal with 


him further « 


SOURCE: ~ . ; | STAFF: 
= . Dawson 


3 ERSONS/EN TITIES: DATES :. : CATEGORIES: 
eae dson, John 

#oeede, General 

TIA Station Siagon 11 Sept 1963 _ DIEM 


=I 
a pees: 


i OCCURRENCE? “ta September 11, 1963 CIA cable from Saigon (SAIGO797) Ric on 
treported that the country team attempted to agree on a six page summary cable to answer 
™ cable fron the department requesting views. ‘The team was unable to agree even on the 
Nirst three pages of the summary. Weedeand Richardson dissented on the basis of the 
Sraft summary was too sweeping and too negative including definitively about the country 
on an inadequate basis of data. He said: "in some ways we seem to have reached the 
moint in the official American conmunity, where if you think we can win with the present 
government , you are simply not running in the right direction with the majority." 


==] 
fay 


SOURCE: STAFF: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 20 Dawson 
FILE: sf DATE? 6/27/75 
PE PERSONS/ENTITI ES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
McCone ~~ Todge- 
Colby Nbu 
Rusk 11 Sept 1963 DIEM 


Bundy 


OCCURRE NCE: : In a September 11, 1963” mee meeting o. of the National SEcur “ity Council 
Executive Conmittee meeting on Vietnam, the record taken by Colby (with MeCone also 
being present for the CIA) «=e following appears: "Rusk said he believed that we were 
not likely to achieve an independent Vietnam unless we could eliminte Nhu, At the same 
time he was not willing to say that Diem should go, he aaw no alternative. Rusk commented 
that we should work with Lodge on Diem to take over the real leadership‘ and become the 
real President. McCone suggested also the desirability of negotiating with Diem. Bundy 
read off a CIA suggestion for a process of negotiating with Nhu. 


SOURCE; 


IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 
FILE: DaTE ; Pa"son 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 


dge, Ambassador Henry Cabot , 
11 Sept 1963 
DIEM 


od SS6gs Poll 


= OCCURRENCE: = 
in a state telegram from Saigon (SAIGH78) Lodge provided the following reflection on 
Rhe situation: "Ny best estimate of the current situation in Vietnam is (a) that 

et is worsening rapidly; (b) the time has arrived for the U. S. to use what effective 
Sanctions it has to bring about the fall of the existing government and the installation 
®@f another; and (c) that intensive study should be given by the best brains of the 
government to all the details, procedures and variants in conncection with suspension 
&f aid." 
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SOURDE: STAFF: 
. IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 21 Dawson 
PILE: DATE: 
6/27/75 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : . CATEGORIES: 
MeCone bing 
Coloy Widisman _ 
Kennedy, John F. Tung oh _ DIEM a 
MeNamarra Diem LE Sept 63 Ufa i wis ah 


Lodge 


being MeCone and Colby the record by Colby reflects that McNemarra pointed out that 
Lodge has Little contact with Diem and has not been out of Saigon. 
that he believed that we should, move ‘cautiosly, that we should talk seriously to Diem 
and that lodge should be urged to visit the countryside to obtain a more realistic 
view of the effects of suspending aid. Mr. McCone also suggested that another approach i 
be made toNhutto seek his cooperation ina departure. The President asked whether we ‘ 
had carefully studied the detail effects of cuts in aid.(as proposed in a paper prepared 

by Hillsnan). It was evident that the effects had not been studies. The President 

asked DOD and CIA to analyze the Hillsiran paper. He also asked that a telegram be sent 

to Lodge asking him to try to veduce the press leakage from Saigon and to establish some 
peal contact with Diem. Any current plans for aid negotiation should be stalled, and the 
presidesoushBeuld be Well intonned or any steps taken inthis con Mp_PESUch-asthe-———. 
imekannas Anvelvine CTA navment to Col Tung last week. eo, : 
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PERSOUS/ENTIP IES: | DATES: / CATEGORTES: 


Watberstan, David. 


weCone, John, DCI 15 Sept. 1963 

Syivon Station DIEM 

Kure eee at nape. —— LS a . f i ieee i= wae \ 

te OCCURRENCE: a = eaten nom nk 


1 15 September 1963, Halberstary stated that the chief of the Central Intelligence 
Heoncy favors all out support for the present regime but that almost all other members 
of his staff are embittered over the raids in the pagodas. They also feel their 
mhief close association with Nhu while necessary, has severely damaged intelligence 


athering. 
=] 
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eeunve CE: _ : oe eT STAPF: 
IG Report 196 IA) p. 2 Dawson 
Rep 967 (CIA) p. 23 abies 


FILE: . | 6/27/75 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


Richardson, John 
Diem 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


16 Sept 1963 DIEM ~ 


OCCURRENCE: + 


In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIGO922) of 16 September 1963 Richardson replied to 
Washington's requestfor his judgment on the desirability and feasibility of certain 
ideas, as Washington was then in the course of constructing an agreed plan. He 
cabled: "We must go on trying to win the war with current administration for as long — 
as it persists in power (we should not attempt publicly to achieve objectives with ‘ 
respect to GVN with probability of attainment is virtually nil) we cannot covertly 

tinker with or engineer coup unless general situation is reasonably perpitious 

and if we are unable’ to establish necessary working contact with Vietnamese leaders 
willing and able to do the job with necessary means. (Agree we should carefully 
explore and perhaps carefully experiment with graduated measures designed to pressure i 
Diem, within context of persuading him to take steps needed. These measures would be i 
more effeftive if they are limited to practical and acheivable objectives.)" 


SOURCE: at aC tae : 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 \ 
Rawson i 
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PIERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
Richardson, John 
Diem 


16 Sept 1963 DIEM 


OCCURRENCE: 
In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIGO922) of 16 September 1963 Richardson replied to 
Washington's requestfor his judgnent on the desirability and feasibility of certain 
ideas, as Washington was then in the course of constructing an agreed plan. He 
cabled: "We must go on trying to win the war with current administration for as long 
as it persists in power (we should not attempt publicly to achieve objectives with 
respect to GVN with probability of attainment is virtually nil) we cannot covertly 
tinker with or engineer coup unless general situation is reasonably perpitious 
and if we are unable to establish necessary working contaet with Vietnamese leaders 
willing and able to do the job with necessary means. (Agree we should carefully 
explore and perhaps carefully experiment with graduated ineasures designed to pressure’ 
Diem, within context of persuading him to take steps needed. These, measures would be 
more effeftive if they are limited to practical and acheivable objectives. )" 


SOURCE: j : er 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 ah 
FILE: DATE pees 
ESIT/IR 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
Smith, David. R. 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


a4 _ 


CIA Acting Chief after 5 Oct 196 
Richardson, John Lodge 3 Sept 17, 1963 DIEM 
Dunn, Mike 


: : ae Aah AE td. 
In a menpranda for the record prepared by Helms on Septenber17l 1963" ke-Leoarted 
ae iscuss with me) reports that Lodge wanted to get rid of Mr. John Richardson 
e Dunn) had told Conein that lodge was 'to get rid of Richardson’. (On on 
occasion Dunn asked Conein, .'do_ you think that. Dave. Smith can run the stations £ 
a temporary period while a new station chief is being sent out here?! " = — 


SOURCE: STAFF: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 Dawson 
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DATES: 


CATEGORIES: 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
Smith, David R. 
CIA Acting Chief after 5 Oct 1963 Sept 17, 1963 DIEM 
Richardson, John Lodge 
Dunn, Mike Saigon Station 
OCCURRENCE? er aeroe! 


In a memoranda for the record prepared by Helms on September-17, 1963, he reported 
"Smith (discuss with me) reports that Iodge wanted to get rid of Mr. John Richardson 
(Mike Dunn) had told Conein that Lodge was 'to get rid of Richardson’. (On one 
occasion Dunn asked Conein, 'do you think that Dave Smith can run the stations for 

a temporary period while a new station chief is being sent out here?! " 


SOURCE: STAFF: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 Dawson 
FILE: DATE: 
6/27/75 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 


Lansdale, Major General Rusk, Dean 
McCone, John 3 
Lodge, Henry Cabot 
Richardson, John 
OCCURRENCE: 


Sept 19, 1963 


In a personal letter from MeCone to Lodge it was stated that: "TI was told by Dean Rusk 
that you proposed thet Gen. Lansdale(replace Richardson as Chief of Station). JI wish 
to emphasize the agency will reorient the Saigon station any practical way to meet. your 
desires. Personnel, including the*station chief can be replaced ... Lansdale would 
not be acceptable to the organization or to me personally... if the decision is to 
abandon all hope of working with the regime then Richardson probably should be replaced 

-+. We have no current intelligence nor resulting estimate in hand which could lead 
us to conclude that the present regime can be disposed of, or that there exists a 
replacement regime which would be better. This is not however to say that a coup may 
occur even before you receive this letter...,," 


SOURCE: , TAFF's 
_IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 Dawson 
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PERDSOUS/ENTET INS: DATES : CATEGORIE 


Ledge, Toney Cabot 
Kormedy, John. F. Sept. 19, 1963 re _ Bs “t 


~~ OCCUI RRENG) CEs 


On September 19, 1963 in a state telegram from Saigon (544). Lodge steted to the President 
that "I agree that no good opportunity for action to remove the present goverrinent in 
the jmrediate future is apparent and that we should, therefore, do whatever we can as 
an interim measure pending such eventuality. Frankly, I see no opportunity at. all for : 
substantative changes. " ; 


SOURCE: 
ae Dawson 
- IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24-25 
PILE 6/25/75 
PERSONS/IEN NPTTIES : DATES: CATEGORIES: 


Lansdale, Major General Rusk, Dean 
MecCone, John Saigon STation 
Lodge, Henry Cabot 
Richardson, John 
OCCURRENCE: 


Sept 19, 1963 


Tn a personal letter from McCone to Ledge it was stated that: "I was told by Dean Rusk 
that you proposed that Gen. Lansdale(replace Richardson as Chief of Station). I wish 
to emphasize the agency will reorient the Saigon station any practical way to meet. your 
desires. Personnel, including the station chief can be replaced ... Lansdale would 

not be acceptable to the organization or to me personally... if the decision is to 
abandon all hope of working with the regime then Richardson probably should be replaced 
: We have no current intelligence nor resulting estimate in hand which could lead 
‘us to conelude that the present regime can be disposed of, or that there exists a 
replacement regime which would be better. This is not however to say that a coup may 
oceur even before you receive this letter..... " 


~~ ,OURCE? STAFF: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 Dawson 
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‘ousting the Diem regime and that there 


. PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CALEBGUR LS? 
MeCone 


CTA Subcommittee on House Armed Services 
‘ Sept. 23, 196 DIEM 


On September 23, 1963, the iicCone briefed the CIA Subcommittee of House Armed Services. 
He told them that the agency Was urging a slow cautious approach to the problem of 
appeared to be no replacement for the then 


current regime that was capable of running the government. 


STAFF: 
Dawson 


SOURCE: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 
DATEs 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
NHU a cow fe 
DINH October 1963 DIEM Uw 

COLONEL TUNC 


CONEIN 
CCURRENCE: DINH's desire to become a Minister was greater than his allegiance to rres 


DIEM. He became the actual key to the success of the coup. His facile, and at times 
brilliant mind, was used to the general's advantage in that GENERAL DINH convinced President 
DIEM that he, General DINH, along with COLONEL TUNG, should be given blanket orders to be 
a counter-coup force. ~DINH also convinced TUNG to move four of his principal airborne com- 
panies on a bootless operation outside of Saigon on 29 and 30 October, so that these troops 
would not be present on 1 November. DINH is the Minister of Security in the provisional 


government. p. 13 


SOURCE: 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Exhibit 1, Conein 
SPs Eos DATE 


6i abeq GISESESEPTOCG Gce0s AH 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


PERSONS /ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
CONEIN October 1963 DIEM 


OCCURRENCE: coypIn stated that he looked upon his Job as conveying o Sane 
bassador to the people that were planning the coup and to monitor those people who were 
planning the coup, and to get as much information so that our government would not be caught 
with their pants down. He did agree not to thwart the coup and in fact, to supply economic 
and military assistance if the coup succeeded, but did not conceive his objective the en- 
couragement or the promotion of the coup, nor did he ever discuss the possibility of dis- 
couraging the coup. CONEIN stated that if the United States had now shown any interest or 
remained neutral in opposing DIEM, there would have been a coup anyway. pp. 38-41 


Se Ay 


SOURCE? E np teint 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein ===" —R, DAWSON 
as DATE: 

FILE: 3 ee 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


DINH 
MINH Early October DIEM ae 
DON 1963 


COLONEL CO, Dinh's Deputy 


OCCURRENCE? nen the ministerial post for DINH did not materialize by early October, the 
coup principals realized that they had DINH actively thinking against the regime. It is 
evident from statements during the series of meetings with GENERAL DON and GENERAL MINH dur- 
ing the month of October that they still did not trust DINH, but felt they had compromised 
him sufficiently with his troops, and, if necessary to eliminate DINH if he showed any sign 
of compromising the generals. DINH was surrounded by officers who surveilled him 24 hours a2 


day including CO, his deputy. p. 13 
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SOURCE: 
ROAR EE R_ DAWSON 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


CATEGORIES: 
CONEIN 
at a 


COLBY, WILLIAM October, 196° 


OCCURRENCE: cCoLBY stated that "The CIA officer (CONEIN) received a call on October 30 
(1963) to come over and join the general staff and come to the meeting and essentially 

sat with them as they continued the operation from thereon. They didn't move to the de- 
cision to run the coup and he sat in the headquarters during most of the time. He went home 
at one point, etc." 


08 a6eq GT9ESZPER:PIOCd Gcé0c AH 


SOURCE: 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 11-12 ————" R. DAWSON 


FILE: ——=" 29 June 1975 | 
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~ PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES CATEGORIES: 
Conein - SES eae 
Gen. Don - * pe 


Gen. Duong Van Minh 
Gen. Ton That Dinh 
Ngo Dinh Nhu FS 
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CONTINUED ON NEXT 
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STAFF: Dawson 


DATE: 6/30/75 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


OCCURRENCE: 


SOURCE: | STAFF: 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: | DATES: 


CATEGORIES: 
AMBASSADOR LODGE 


GEN, DUONG VAN MINH 


CONEIN 10/3/63. | DIEM 
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SOURCE: Dawson 


5 : STAFF: 
Hearings, S.S.C.1I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One, p47: a cea 
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DATE: 6/30/75 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGORIES: 
McNamarra 
Lodge 
MeCone DIEM 
Richardson 
smith eae 


N 


OCCURRENCE: Toy a ih 


4 Pee 2 Fe, oe eae "teh Sy 
On October 3, Lodge wrote a personal letter to’ McCone stating that "I... agree with what : 
I understand McNamarra said to you. The time has come for a new face, but I also think 
of Richardson as a devoted and a patriotic American..." On October 4, 1963 in a CIA 
cable from Saigon, (SAIG1397) the following report appeared:"....it is clear that 
Lodge wants a change in chief of station....departing Saigon 18 ~ 20 hours...". Ina 
comment in the IG report it is noted that Richardson's departure was based on a head- 
quarters requsst that he return to headquarters on TDY as soon as possible. Upon 
Richardson's departure his deputy David R. Smith, became acting chief of station." 
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EDATE: 
, PERSONS /ENTILIES 3 DAPTES! CATEGORIES: 
McNomarva Se ear oe : 
Lodge 
MaCone Oct 3 - 4,1963 DIEM 
Richardson Re we: Bulge one Bn eee pines 
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“OCCURRENCE: cai a a ae cies 


cool correctness "toward 


On October 3, Lodge wrote a personal letter to McCone stating that "T... agree with what 
fT understand McNamarra said to you. The time has come for a new face, but I also think 


of Richardson as a devoted and a patriotic American..." On October 4, 1963 in a CIA 
cable from Saigon, (SATG1397) the following report appeared:"....it is clear that 
Lodge wants a change in chief of station....departing Saigon 18 - 20 hours...". Ina 
colment in the IG report it is noted that Richardson's departure was based on a head- 
quarters request that he return to headquarters on TDY as soon as possible. Upon 
Richardson's departure his deputy David R. Smith, became acting chief of station." 


SOURCE: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 26 DATE: 


Dawson 
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PERSO /ERETT RS: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
LODGE —_—* Z< 
Pept. of State 
MCNAMARRA 5 Oct 1963 DIEM 
TAYLOR . ee ae mae ee ge ag 


~ OCCUR ENGI | 


On 5 Gatohen ae in a states cable to Saigon (pePrEEs she was stated as a fourth 
instruction that the Arsbassador should continue his policy of "cool. correctness"toward 
GPN. 


SOURCE: STAFF: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA p. 30 DATE: 
FILE: . 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
KENNEDY, JOLIN F. 
LODGE, HENRY CABOT DIEM 


WHITEHOUSE 
October 5, 
6 


OCCURRENCE: — 
In a White House cable to Saigon (CAP63560) of 5 Oct 1963, the following message appears: 
.Presdient today approved recommendation that no initiative should be taken to give 
any active, covert encouragement to a coup. It should be urgent covert effort with 
closest security under broad guidance of Ambassador to identify and build contacts with 
possible alternative leadership as it appears...." 
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SOURCE: STAFF: 
1G Report 1967 (CIA) p. 30° Dawson 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : 
Kennedy, John F. 
Colby, William 
Coumodity Tisport Program Oct. 5, 1963 
McCone 


DIEM 


“OCCURRENCE: os _ 4 
On 5 October there was a Presidential meeting on Vietnam. ‘The only CIA participant was 
McCone. He provided the following record. The meeting was held to discuss matters that 
became the subject of DEPTEL 5/34 (See later entry of 5 October.) DCI said it was the 
opinion of CIA with the exception of Colby, Chief Fareast Division, that fiddling with 
the commodity import program as a political lever would be much more likely to create 
an economic crisis undermining the war effort than to scare Diem and Nhu into a more 
cooperative attitude, .because it would seriously affect the confidence and planning 
of the Vietnamese business community and quickly engender inflationary measures at 
large of a more serious nature. Tt was the concensus of the meeting that some meaningful 
political movements had to be made but exactly what they should be was not determined. 
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PERSOUS/ENLTTLES: DATES : - CATEGORIES: 
SELETT, DAVID : 7 
ee ‘ Oct 5, 1963 DIEM 
LODGE 
MMENH 


OCCURRENCE : 
Tn a CEA cable from Saigon (SATGIHN7) of 5 October 1963, DAVE SMITH, the Pee of 
Station cabled that he had discussed this latest CONE IN/MINHA meeting eicla ieewe 
LODGE and DCR TRUEHART. SMITH reported that he had recommended a 

that: “we do not set ourselves errovacably against the assassignaton Sad 2 ee 
the other two alternatives mean either a blood bath in Saigon or, protracted strugg. 
which can rip the Ariny and the country asunder. 


mn, 
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IG Report 1967 (CIA), p.28 DATE: 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
Nhu, Ngo Dinh Conein 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


CAn, Ngo Dinh — Lodge Oct 5, 1963 DIEM “ 
Diem i aaa ae dae NPD Pas ‘ 
Minh, General A frp ry ay fray dia i 


ts 


OCCURRENCE: | en er 
On October 5, 1963 in a CIA Cable from Saigon (SAIGI445) it was stated that the 
meeting with Conein (approved by Ambassador in October) General Minh requested a 
Statement of the U.S. Position with respect to a change in the GVN in the near future. 
He said he did not expect U.S.G. support of a coup effort but did need USG assurances 
that USG would not try to thwart his plans. He outlined three possible plans for the 
accomplishment of the change of government: (a) assassinationof Ngo Din Nhu and Ngo 
Dinh ein keeping President Diem in office; (b) encirelement of Saigon by various 
military units; and (c) direct confrontation between military units involved in the 
coup and loyalist military units. 


IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 27-28 Dawson 


= PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


@ODGE, HENRY CABOL 
‘KENNEDY, JOHN F. 
KENNEDY, ROBERT F.. 
wIEM, MC CONE, JOHN: 
i=) 


HOCCURRENCE? vc CONE recalled a meeting with — President KENNEDY and Attorney General . 
“ROBERT F. KENNEDY had with him on or about October 5 or 6, 1963. The Attorney General was 
N'rather non-committal in the meeting. He and I walked downstairs together, and he said, 
ohn, are you sure you are right? And I said, I think I am and he said I'm rather surprised 
a the position you took. And I said, well, you didn't disagree with it..."(T) This dis- 
éussion had nothing to do with assassinations. This was whether we should let the coup go 

@r use our influences not to. Then interestingly enough, the President sent a series of mes- 
gages to CABO? LODGE urging that he'd do all that he could to get DIEM to change his ways. 
@ABOT LODGE's first attempt failed and then he was called ~~ CABOT LODGE was called by DIEM's 
Sffice and DIEM said, you tell the President to tell me what he wants me to do and I'll do 
it. Unfortunately, the forces were surrounding the palace at that very moment and the coup 
was on. It was a kind of a dramatic little part of the history of that tragedy." . 

SOURCE: STAFF: , 


Hearings; SSCI, June 6, 1975, McCone, pp. 63-64 


R. DAWSON 


FILS: DATE: 29 June 1975 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: | 
KAHN, CONEIN, LODGE, TRUHART, WM. 
NGO DINH KAHN 

SMITH, DAVID 

COLBY, WILLIAM, MC CONE, JOHN 


Cpe eee: See 
OCCURRENCE: COLBY testified as to the events surrounding the cable from Sai 


ber 1963 which reads as ecnien i eae eek 
i since the other two altern 
eee ae which could rip the army and the country asunder." wlemnatateg ie rier 
6 October 1963 which COLBY wrote for MC CONE as follows: "MC CONE directs : ey siete 
recommendation to Ambassador concerning assassination ee pies teas ae an 
a position to actively condone such course ol ac 

peer ea therefore COLBY explained that this second message es eerie ane 

liminate assassination as an alternative. COLBY stated that the assass eet 
oth brothers NHU and KAHN, NGO DINH KAHN, were to continue. A reply was ei Snes 
oun era in response to the MC CONE cable saying that action was taken as ected, 


W 
ing that the Anbassador had been so informed to withdraw the recommendation. 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES 2 DATES: CATEGORIES: 


MCCONE ~ 
LODGE 


SMITH Oct. 6, 1963 DIEM 


OCCURRENCE? 


In a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR7366lof 6 Oct) the following appears: "... MCCONE directs 
that you withdraw recommendations from Ambassador (concerning sacsosionation plan) 
under MCCONE instructions as we can not be inposition actively condoning such course 
of action and thereby’. engaging our responsibility therefore." 


SQURCE: STAFF: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 28 Dawson 
FILE: DATE: 
aes ee nee eee ene nee ee SO tke Eee 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES? CATEGORIES: 


‘TRUEHART 
LODGE 
MCCONE 
SMITH 

~~ OCCURRENCE: 
In a response to the CIA cable of Oct. 6, 1963, to Saigon, the station in Saigon 
responded (SAIG1463 7 Oct): "Action taken as directed." In addition since DCM 
TRUEHART was also present when original recommendation was made, specific withdrawal 
recommendation at MCCONE's instruction was also conveyed to TRUEHART. Ambassador 
LODGE commented that he shares MCCONE'S opinion." 


Oct 7, 1963 DIEM 


SOURCE: | STAPF: 


_ IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 29 Dawson 
FILE: DATE: 


6/21/75 
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& BUNDY COLBY ; e. pa 
& JOHNSON 1o[3/62 DIEM | 
' KILPATRICK f SPECIAL GROUP 
5 
Lm} 
y ee ee 
", On October 8, 1963 at a special group meeting the DCI expressed concern that there 
% was a lack of intelligence coverage during the period when "the U.S. was maintaining 
% a posture of almost no official contact at top levels." They refer to. the fact ‘ 
® that NHU and DIEM are not being contacted by Americans. Mr. MCCONE also referred i 
®@ to "theorientation of (Saigon) station functions." Mr. BUNDY pointed out that"for 
~ Americans to resume top level contacts at this time would appear to represent 
& a political rapprochement. Ambassador LODGE might feel that this was running 
® eounter to his policy." The Group gave its approval to the basis realignment of 
® station functions. (The nature of such functions are not outlined.) 

SOURCE: eq} 

; Minutes of Special Group Meeting Oct.17, 196° 

FILE: 

PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: CATEGORIES: 

Tung, Col. Smith, David Oct 8, 1963 
Phillips, Rusus, AID Acting Chief of Station DIEM 
Colby, William Atevon after 10/5/63 aie) 


Richardson, John "Jocko"Aid to Diem Regime 
OCCURRENCE ARTUR ke Be 


On 8 September 1963, the CIA IG report reflects In a conment that the U.S. 
government publicly confirmed on Oct. 8, 1963 that aid had alraady been cut 
quitely and over a period of some months. Bill Colby, Jock Anderson and Dave Smith 
told us that the public announcement of the aid reduction was a signal to the 
general and that the reduction was planned with that in mind. It may be that 
the cut in aid was deliberately planned to spur the generals on, but if so, that 
sntention did not find its way into the record. ‘The nearest thing to it is in the 
record of a presidential meeting of 10 September 1963. The President asked 
Rufus Phillips of AID what specific actions Phillips recemmended and he suggested 
“outting aid to Colonel Tung which would be viewed by the generals with much 
enthusiasm as an indication of virgouous of American position. " “In general, 
aid cuts were discussed in terms of bring pressure on Diem to make needed changes in 
his-xreeeimtasnHevever planned, -or-hevever—Leckedipen-b . the S$ ara Fats 1 Fea ns ee 
clear Cee eR vietnamese considered the official SAP ion of a Oba is Se 
token of their support of coup planning. 
WT ts IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 17-18 
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Oct. 9, 1963 DIEM | 
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IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 
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LODGE, HENRY CABOT ented 
COLBY, WILLIAM Oct 9, 1963 pum Y 
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OCCURRENCE: al 
In a CIA cable to Saigon of October 9, 1963, marked eyes only for Ambassador (DIR74228) 
which was originaed by WILLIAM COLBY thefollowing appears:"... while we do not wish 

to stimulate coup, we also do not wish to leave theimpression that U.S. would thwart 

a change of government or deny economic or military assistance to a new regime and if 
4t appeared capable of increasing effectiveness of military effort, insuring popular 
support to win war and improving working relationships with U.S." The cable urges 

that the contact with MINH press for "detail information clearly indicating that 

MINH's plans offer a high prospect of success." The text states that these "additional 
general thoughts" have been discussed with the President and that the cable had been 
cleared with high officials at White House, State and Defense." 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
KENNEDY, JOHN F. , 


RICHARDSON, JOHN ; Oct. 9, 1963 DIEM 


OCCURRENCE: eS 


On October 9, 1963 Presidential newsconference the President stated that "I know that 
the transfer of JOHN RICHARDSON, who is a very dedicated public servant, has led to 
summises but I can assure you flatly that. the CIA has nov carried out {ndenendent 
activities, but has operated under closecontrol of the Director of Central Intelligence 
operating under -- with the cooperation of the National Security Council and under 

iny instructions." 
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IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 Dawson 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
LODGE, HENRY CABOT KENNEDY, JOHN F. wr 

MINH, GENERAL Oct 10, 1963 DIEM 

DON, GENERAL COCE 9,196} 


In a 10 October es entry in the Saigon station's “history of the Vietnamese 
generals coup" it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate 
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact 
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to 
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the 
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a 
high prospect of success. " While we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do 
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government 
or deny economic and military assistance to a new aa. if it ape aees capable 
of increasing effectiveness in military effort. 


SOURCE: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33 DAWSON 
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a change of government or deny economic or military assistance to a new regime and if 
it appeared capable of increasing effectiveness of military effort, insuring popular 
support to win war and dvproving working relationships .with U.S." The cable urges — 
that the contact with MINH press for "detail information clearly indicating that 
MINH's plans offer a high prospect of success."' The text states that these "additional 
general thoughts" have been discussed with the President and that the cable had been 
cleared with high officials at White House, State and Defense." 
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1G Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 Dawson 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CA'TEGORIES: 
LODGE, HENRY CABOT  KiINNEDY, JOHN F. pe ee 
MINH, GENERAL : Oct 10, 1963 DIEM 
DON, GENERAL Oct. 9,1963 
COLBY, WILLIAM 


OCCURRENCE: — ——— 
In a 10 October 1963 entry in the Saigon station's "history of the Vietnamese 
generals coup" it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate 
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact 
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to 
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the 
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a 
high prospect of success. " while we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do 
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government 
or deny economic and military assistance to a new regime, if it appeared eapable 
of increasing effectiveness in military etiortuas< 
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Hearings, 8.8.C.1., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One, STAFF? Dawson 
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JODGE, HENRY CABOT KENNEDY, JOHN F. egret 
INH, GENERAL | Get 10, A963 DIEM 
ON, GENERAL Oct. 9, 1963 7 
DOLBY, WILLIAM 


OCCURRENCE: 


In a 10 October 1963 entry in the Saigon station's "history of the Vietnamese 
generals coup" it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate 
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact 
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to 
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the 
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a 
high prospect of success. " While we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do 
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government 
or deny economic and military assistance to a new regime, if it appeared capable 
of increasing effectiveness in military effort...." oo 


SOURCE: ‘ 3 STAFF: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33 DAWSON 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
MCCONE : 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


GoGé60S AH 


Oct 10,1963 DIEM ~~ 


CCURRENCE® 
A briefing by MCCONE to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, it was noted that 
"we have not seen a successor government in the wings that we could say positively 
would be an improvement over DIEM. Therefore it has been our counsel to proceed 
cautionsly, otherwise the situation might flare up which might result in something 
of a civil war, and the Communists would come out the victor merely by sitting on 


the sidelines." 
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IG Reprot 1967 (CIA) p. 33 Dawson 
FILS: DATE: 
6/27/75 


oem 


PERSONS/ENTITIES : . CATEGORIES: 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
MCCONE 


DATES: 


Oct 10,1963 DIEM 


OCCURRENCE: 
A briefing by MCCONE to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, it was noted that 
Moe have not seen a successor government in the wings that we could say positively 
‘would be an improvement over DIEM. ‘Therefore it has been our counsel to proceed 
eautionsly, otherwise the situation might flare up which might result in something 
of a civil war, and the Communists would come out the victor merely by sitting on 


the sidelines." 


SOURCE: STAPF: 
IG Reprot 1967 (CIA) p. 33 Dawson 
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Tn a October - 23, 3, 1963 entry into the Satgon stations, "History of the Vietnamese Generals 
ECoup", it was noted that a meeting with CONIEIN requested by General DON, DON said the 
Generals had decided to try to ‘stage a coup within a week follcwing 26 October. CONE IN 
gunder instructions passed the substance of DIR74228 to DON. DON promised he would scek 
Spermission of the coup conmittee to give CONEIN their political plan for the Ambassador's 


weyes only. 
=] 
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a October 23, OG: entry into the Satire : stations, "History" of ‘the Vietnamese Generals 
up", it was noted that a meeting with CONEIN requested by General DON, DON said the 
nerals had decided to try to stage a coup within a week follcwing 26 October. CONEIN 
der instructions passed the substance of DIR74228 to DON. DON promised he would seek 


rmission of the coup committee to give CONEIN their political plan for the Ambassador's 
es only. 
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SOURCE: Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One,f. 6) STAPF: Dawson 
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Hearings, S.8.C,.I., 6/20/75, Comein, Exhibit One « ———~_ Dawson 
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} 
; 
12 October 1963 | DIEM ae 


CATEGORIES: 


OCCURRENCE? When CONEIN was asked to explain the reference to Secretary MC NAMARA at p. 
5, Exhibit 1, he stated that there were different elements contacting the same group, i.e. , 
NGU YEN’ and THAQ. But did not explain the reference to MC NAMARA. p. 29 
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3UNDY, MC GEORGE 
GENERAL DON 

ZONISIN 

JCCURRENCE: In a cable marked "eyes only" to LODGE and HARKINS from BUNDY dated October 
24, CONEIN characterized this telegram as activating the disengagement between the U.S. 
zovernment and DIEM. The text of that cable is as follows: "There may be danger. NHU 
attempting entrapment DON's approaches to CONEIN. Feel quite strongly that LODGE and HARKIN: 
ran stand back from any non-essential involvement. It seems wise to maintain close control 
over meetings between DON and CONEIN." p. 33 


CATEGORIES: 


October 24, 1963! DIEM ~~ 


OURCE: STAFF: 
jearings,, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON 


5 FNSUNS/ENELELES § DATES: CATEGORIES: 

= BUNDY CONEIN a oe Pes 

JOHNSON Oct. 24, 1963 DIEM 
SKILPATRICK SPECIAL GROUP = 
MCCONE 

=| 

5 CCURRENCE: 


2On October 24, 1963 Mr. MCCONE had a special group meeting "expressed his fear that 
whe top U.S. diplomatic and military officials in Saigon are becoming too involved 
min conversations between General DON and COEIN. Such involvement could destroy CONEIN 
wusefuliness and involve Ambassador LODGE and General HARKINS in operation difficult 
Kto deny." The Special Group authorized a message to LODGE and to HARKINS emphasizing 

a secure system of contacts with Genral DON and Vietnamese military and an assessment 
rot DON's status and his future plans and the tightening of control over the DON/CONEILN 
ameetings. The group agreed to firm up policy thinking re Vietnam before LODGE returns 
to Washington and hear Mr. LODGE's views on what courses of action should be taken. 
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ma GIA cable from Saigon (SAIG1964) from LODGE to BUNDY:it was noted that: "CAS has 
seen punctilious in carrying out my instructions. I have personally approved each 
ieeting between GENERAL DON AND CONEIN who has carried out my orders in each instance 
xplicitly..." 
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OCCURRENCES a Ge CSU LS © 
In an eyes. only cable from CYA to Saigon for LODGE and HARKENS, from BUNDY the following 
Inessage appears: "...there may be danger NHU attempting entrapment. through DON's 
approaches to CONEIN...feel quite strongly that LODGE and HARKINS should stand back 
from any nonessential involvement...it seems wise to maintain close control over 


meetings between DON and CONEIN." 


IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 35 Gaines DAWSON 
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QECURRENCE* the IG Report notes that, "The fact that CONEIN was at JGS headquarters is 

well known in official circles. On 24 October, headquarters had cabled the STATION: ‘In © 
future do not repeat not put message re coup plots or rumors in CRITIC channel. Rather you 
should ‘slug them IMMEDIATE ATTENTION FOR BRENT.!' As a consequence, the firse cabled reports 
from the STATION came in as regular CIA cables and were put onto the CRITIC network here at 


headquarters." 
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whill tribes; 3. CIA had inadequate penetrations of the GVN and the Buddist and was 

& caught by surprise; 4, RICHARDSON had a palatial mansion and entertained government 

® officials there; 5. the CIA station was too large and too visible; 6. CIA acted on its 

Fown initiative without coordination and without control either at the Ambassador or 

“Washington. HANSEN said he later reported to LODGE that he thought LODGE's charges were 
erroneous. He said he was convinced that everything the CIA had ddone in Vietnam had 
been approved in Washington, coordinated with and carried out under the directions of the 
Ambassador, and had been carried out with good judement and with a high quality of 
performawls CEHANSEN noted that at the time of his first meeting wi Latte, LODGE hadnot 
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CATEGORIES: 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
DON, GENERAL 

HARKINS, GENERAL 

CONEIN , Oct. 24, 1963 


OCCURRENCE: ee eee 
In an entry of October 24, 1963 the Saigon's station "History of the Vietnamese Generals 
Coup", it is noted that CONEIN held two meetings with General DON of 24 October. DON 
reported he had been informed bv Gehirel HARKENS that the U. S. military would not thwart 
any coup plans. DON said the coup plans were complete; the necessary military units were 
available; and that the coup would occur no later than 2 November. The second meeting 
DON said the coup committee refused to turn over the political plan but authorized DON 
to outline its substance, which he did. 
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OCCURRENCE: 
On October 24, 1963, there was a meeting between the executive director of CIA and ; 
KENNETH HANSEN, Bureau of the Budget, wherein HANSEN detailed charges made by LODGE at . 
his initial meeting with LODGE. ‘The memorandum for the record prepared by the Executive Ls 
Director, details the following charges made by LODGE: 1. CIA was improperly dealing i 
with NHU; 2. CIA was reluctant to turn over to the military its operation among the 
hill tribes; 8. CIA had inadequate penetrations of the GVN and the Buddist and was | 
eaught by surprise; 4. RICHARDSON had a palatial mansion and entertained government 
officials there; 5. the CIA station was too large and too visible; 6. CIA acted on its 
own initiative without coordination and without control either at the Ambassador or 
Washington. HANSEN said he later reported to LODGE that he thought LODGE's charges were 
erroneous. He said he was convinced that everything the CIA had ddone in Vietnam had 
been approved in Washington, coordinated with and carried out under the directions of the 
Ambassada and had been carried out witn goog ol ; 
performatukCEHANSEN noted that at the time of his first meet 
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In an entry of Sctobee 24, 1963 the Saigon's station eH sear of the yietineae Generals 
Coup", it is noted that CONEIN held two meetings with General DON of 24 October. DON 
reported he had been informed  Geheral HARKENS that the U. S. military would not thwart 
any coup plans. DON said the coup plans were complete; the necessary military units were 
available; and that the coup would occur no later than 2 November. The second meeting 
DON: said the coup committee refused to turn over the political plan but authorized. DON 
to outline its substance, which he did. 
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In a @IA cable from Saigon (SAIG1964) from LODGE to BUNDY:it was noted that: "CAS has 
been punctilious in carrying out my instructions, I have personally approved each 
meeting between GENERAL DON AND CONEIN who has carried out my orders in each instance 
explicitly..." 
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ein an October 25, 1963 Presidential meeting on Vietnam, with the only participant from 

SULA being MCCONE, MCCONE's notes show that the President stated that the purpose 

Nof the meeting was to consider: (1) recent actions in South Vietnam with respect to 

feoup planning and qualifications of the individuals reporting, and (2) our policy in 
“Sout Vietnam as he wished to be assured there was unanimity within the government z 
prior to the return of LODGE for consultations. MCCONE stated his views in detail. 
fin sessance, he held: (1) DON might be managed by NHU; (2) CIA has not control and 
“herefore could assume little responsibility; (3) DON could have a coup in the making 

fand could pull it off; (4) we are handling a delicate situation in a non-professional 
‘manner; (5) successful coup would lead to confusion because generals would provide weak 
leadership; (6) one coup would be followed by another and the war-might be lost during 
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be injected“into the government and exercise effective control; é 


we either thave to work with DIEM and NHU or we have to take aggres 
and it“isnot clear that the succeeding government would be much be 
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of the meeting was to consider: (1) recent actions in South Vietnam with respect = 
coup planning and qualifications of the individuals reporting, and (2) our ses 

Sout Vietnam as he wished to be assured there was unanimity within the governmen 

prior to the return of LODGE for consultations. NMCCONE stated his views in olan 

In sessance, he held: (1) DON might be managed by NHU; (2) CIA has not control an 7 
therefore could assume little responsibility; (3) DON could have a coup in a sir 
and could pull it off; (4) we are handling a delicate situation in a non-pro seeatee ay 
manner; (5) successful coup would léad to confusion because generals would see — we 
leadership; (6) one coup would be followed by another and the war:mignt be ne ab 
pertod a eoritival confusion; (7) ckvitians ca : aS LE eke maa 
be injected into the government and exercise effective control, ))} Ganne ee es 
inportant political issues with DIEM because of the policy of "coolj correc " . OF 
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CCURRENCE: CONEIN said "in the latter part of October, he was informed by DON to convey 

_ to LODGE that they were ready to have a coup and that CONEIN was to stay home and await fur. 
ther orders, and that the coup would be accomplished before November 2, 1963. LODGE ,. who 
was preparing to retum home on the 3lst of October, was requested through CONEIN by DON 
that LODGE not change his_plans as it might be a Signal to DIEM and NHU that something was 
going on. p. 48. 
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Latter part of | DIEM — 
October 1963 


WCOURRENCE: In. the latter part of October, CONEIN stated, the people in Washington figured 
chat CONEIN was being set up as "patsy" and that this would be highly embarrassing for the 
#U.S. government in case he was found out to have been set up. Therefore, the people in Wash: 
mington made made recommendations that somebody more senior to him and with extensive militar: 
ee ee should take over from him. When Washington then sent a message to Anbassador 

DGE and reconmended that a capable officer and a personal friend of CONEIN's, GENERAL 
SOTTLWELL take es GENERAL DON and the coup members said, no, we trust CONEIN, we don't wan! 
une else. » 31-32 
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he October 28, 1963 entry in the Saigon stations "History of the Vietnamese Generals 
ee " notes that: General DON asked LODGE if CONEIN was speaking for the Ambassador. 
ADGE replied in the affirmative. DON told the Anba ssador ‘that’ the ulsi government 
should not: interfer with or try to stimulate a coup. A The, Anibassador eee with DON. 
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ei 3 
S OCCURRENCE: ~ ere aR ae ac 
$h an October 28, 1963 entry in the Saigon station "History of the Vietnames Generals 
Goup" it is noted that: CONIN inet with Genral DON for the last time before the 
GoUup was launched. DON confirmed he had talked with the Ambassador who had vouched 
r OONEIN. DON stated that he was leaving on 29 October to coordinate final 
mans. DON requested CONEIN to remain at home until 30 October -- until further 
notice. DON repeated that the Ambassador would have the plans before the coup 
Wegan, ,but when pressed on his previous commitment ‘to make them available » 48 hours 
advance, DON said that possiblythe hours would only be made available 4 hours in 
advance. DON said that nothing would be happening within the next 48 hours and that, 
if there was a good reason for the ambassador to change his planned 31 October departure, 
the Ambassador would be informed in time to make his own decision. 
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mS OCCURRENCE: 
Ram was returning with Diew and “Nhu and an aide of Diem to the headawarters 
Th an arnored personnel carrier when Minh in a separate column in radio com- 
munications with Lam's celunn Found out that Diem and Nhu had been taken. 
onein stites that Minh with his aide, crossed the celnmn, halted it and 
qiung stepped into the armored car and upon orders From Tinh Nhone billed 
Biem., The bodies were then taken directly to the General Staff Meadeuarters 
and later on-in the afternoon they were later removed From the General Staff 
Nendauarters to Clinique St. Pant. 
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LODGE, HENRY CABOT _a Sa aa 
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OONEIN 


OCCURRENCE? Oy or about 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon on Novenber T, 1963, there were 
communications between LODGE and DIEM. CONEIN was in both radio and telephonic contact 
with the Embassy, keeping them posted of the units, the personalities and what was trans-— 
piring. OONEIN was to convey, one of the first messages from the generals that the genera 
did not want any U.S. military officer or advisor with any of the attacking units. They d 
not want any American participation within the coup. p. 50 
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ROE sale STAFF? Dax 
SOURCE: earings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one noleen 


- page 16. ; 
pare: 6/30/75 
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COL «: 


hee hey dened A ded Ate 6 j ete ot [ ASS GORIES Se 


Nov, L, '63 . 
1330 hours DIEM “=~ 


OCCUR ENCE? cack Pg ee Se 


SOURCE: ; , aerial ae ica paar eer an STE? hoo” 
CP EN ee S.8.C.1, ‘ Rane re ee awson 
age 1h. ? » 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, 
BILE: 


‘tk Seem fw mary prt nem, a me, Apel il rm’ a to il, fh en, sam ret fe omen ep pt eee eee iy oui 


CATR Te AD ae ae ER ej a pel, hi kl a a le eet ae A eh Se ce oa ae ee aa 


ee nea pine nt simian etre mtn Mn lant etn ee a ene 


"PERSONS /ENTLTES : DATES : CATEGORIES: 
Le QUANG TUNG 11/1/63 | we 
1400 hours DIEM 


~ SOURCES Hearings, $.8.C.1., 6/20/75, € Conein, EX , Exhibit one, [¢ SEARF: : 3 Diem 
° pase ya, 
6/30/7 
FILE: DATE: / / } 
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} Se EY, 
Lb huSs Ula 7 INTL Lad & DATES 


CATEGORIES: 
6 } ‘ See eee ee eee 
COLBY Novenber 1, 1963 DIEM “ 
LODGE, U1. « 


“QECURRENCE? Witt DIEM “CBITE0 TODGE METEChIY Preceging Nis Geath, COLT states tret te 

FeSsigs tna he saw of the summary of the conversation was that DIEM, "....said that he ee 

going to require his officers to have filled their: oaths of loyalty to the constitution, th 
Vietnamese constitution, in his office as president. He was very stiff about his position 
President." p. 67 


R. DAWSON 


oe: DATE: ‘1 July 1975 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 
CONEIN | wh 
DON, GENERAL 1 Nov 1963 DIEM 


STATION (saiceon) 
JGS headquarters 


OCCURRENCE? On November 1, 1963,:."CONEIN went to JGS headquarters and remained ab the 
command post throughout the Struggle. Before leaving his home, CONEIN alerted the STATION 
by radio. Upon arriving at JGS headquarters, CONEIN was told by GENERAL DON that DON had 
tried unsuccessfully to reach CONEIN earlier by telephone. A later check revealed that 
CONEIN's telephone was out of order. CONEIN was told that he was to keep a telephone line 
open to the Ambassador. Because there was a CIA officer on the scene and in intimate con- 


tact with the coup principals,the STATION was able to report almost minute-—by-minute progres: 
of the coup." 


aes 
‘ae. 
oe 
a 


SOURCE: 
CIA IG Report, 1967, pp. 41-42 


FILE: 


R. DAWSON 


DATE: 29 June 1975 
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PEKSONS/ENTITVIES : 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


CONEIN 
COLBY, WILLIAM 1 November 
DIEM 1963 


that the NHU brothers, DIEM and NHU, had committed suicide, CONEIN thought it incredible 

on its face. This was because both brothers were very strong Catholics and CONEIN doubted. 
that they would have done such a thing. According to COLBY, CONEIN was offered a chance 

to look at the bodies but turmed it down. In trying to reconstruct the period of the assass- 
ination on November 1, COLBY reports that there was a telephone conversation between Presi- 
dent DIEM and the generals. In fact there were several of them. President DIEM was very 
strongly rejecting the generals, calling them to discipline, and so forth, in the early 
stages. At a later stage, in the early morning of November 1, he called and indicated that 
he would surrender if he would be properly handled. The generals then sent somebody down to 
vecelve that surrender and found that President DIEM was not there. He'd actually gotten 
out through the back door of the palace and had gone down to another section of the city. 
SOURCE: KIN was not in attendance. STAFF: 


R. DAWSON 
Hearings , SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 17-19. 
PILE: DATE? 29 June 1975 


_ PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
CONEIN 

CRITIC 

JGS: headquarters 
STATION 


DATES: 


1 Nov 1963 


OCCURRENCE: was 
——————=——_ The IG Report makes the following statement: "The fact that CONEIN was at 


JGS headquarters is well known in official circles", and bolsters that notoriety by the 
following statement: ‘The first cable (on the coup) was received at headquarters at 0117 
hours, -(November 1, 1963,) Washington time, and was filed on the CRITIC network at 0159. 

At 0256 hours, following receipt of the sixth non-CRITIC cable, headquarters instructed the 
STATION to put the coup reporting on the CRITIC network at the STATION. Sometime during the 
day of 1 November (the confirmation copy of the cable lacks a date/time stamp) headquarters 
cabled a warming to the STATION against including the names of CIA personnel in its CRITIC 
cables. CONEIN is identified by and as being at JGS headquarters in eleven CRITIC messages, 
seven of which were put into the CRITIC channel, without the name being deleted, here at 
headquarters." 


SOURCE: 


ee eee STAFF: 
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. 42 


R. DAWSON 
DATE: 


FILE? 29 June 1975 
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ela leg it 2 VALS! CATEGORIES: 
CONEIN 1 November 1963 DIEM «2 


CE: 
When the generals took over the PTT whi 
r eh controlled. the conmunicati c 
a pide Moa ey beni AE telephone terminals had been taken out neu ar eo 
ee g 8 telephone into his hone open, it had been disconnected 


CCURREN 


SOURCE: 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein 


PILE: R. DAWSON 
DATE 
July 1, 1975 
| PERSONS/ENTITIES : | DATES: | CATEGORIES: 
: , 3 me 
COLBY, WILLIAM 1. November 1963 | DIEM 
Nhu t 


OCCURRENCE: conByY stated that "The CIA had nothing to do with the assassination of Pres- 
ident. DIEM and Mr. NHU. The actual assassination was a shock and surprise to everyone in 
ihe United States government and when it was announced it was a matter of grave concern. 

In retrospect, one must realize that there was, however, considerable debate about encoura; 
ing and supporting the generals in an overthrow of the DIEM regime, and that the record is 
very clear that the United States through itsoverall policy was in support of that overthr: 
and, of course, I think it is fair to say that in launching a violent overthrow of a re- 
g@ime involved such as this, people are going to get hurt, and in this case, the leaders we. 
kijled in the process." pnp. 19.20 


4 

vA 
4 
ah 


SOURCE: 


R. DAWSON 


Hearings, SSCL, June 20, 1975, Colby, po. 19-20 


waar nm : TY ATTY? « DM Trane VATE 
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PERSONS /ENTTLTES : Safed reRceeye'e 
PERSOUS/ENTTY LES + DATES : CATEGORIES: 


GENERAL DINE see 
df 

21 AUG. thru 

16 SEPT. 163 


OCCURRENCE: 


SOURCES 7 STAFF? Dawson 
ea ae $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, 
age 12. TEs 7 
witb: 7 gee ee 


Pe nn en eee i 
ee eee ee ke er : 
ne pre ne ene wee ones OSE Fae mnt ee a a eae Oa neh mn pti ee I 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGORIES: 


CONEIN 1 November 1943 DIEM 


OCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated that on several occasions, he warned the embassy that certain 
shellings were going to take place, or bombings by aircraft were going to take place at a 
certain time in order to alert 
watch out or stay under cover, because they' 
There were no American casualities during this coup. 


dead. p. 51-52 


American personnel who might. be living around the area to 
<would find 105's in the center of the city. 
The Vietnamese suffered about 100 


STAFF: 


SOURCE: R. DAWSON 
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SM gary 
ee 


ay ne ee 


ME SL Orb chs 


SOURCE a . mat a SRR 
a Heeednges D OeColay 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, ===" Dawson 
page ll. . ee 
PILE: : | 6/30/75 
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: CATEGORIES : 
GEN. DINH 31 August, '63 DIEM -——~ 


{ 
COUNSELLER NHU 


Dinh, on approximately 31 August, had the audacity to inform both President 
Diem and Counséeller Nhu that he was their savior and requested a ministerial 
post for himself. 


SOURCE: Hearings, S.9.Cake, .» 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, STARE: Dawson 


i pages le-13. 
FILE: DATE? 6/30/75 
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GEN. MINH 


2A Sew Gh. E wee Aa le on Seed 7 bee, /. 
CON'T. ON 
NEXT CARD 


SOURCE: 


“Dawson 


Hearings, $.S.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, 
pages ll-1l2. 


FILE: DATE: 6/30/75 


ee ee 


ee et ne Wp 


, PERSONS/ENTIVIES: 


eo 


CATEGORIES: 


SOURCE: 


P. 12, LAST CARD CONTINUED 
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CATEGORIES + 


EAT TU TES DATES: 


COL. KHANGY” se 


~ “OE CURRENGIE: 


CONT ON 
NEXT CARD 


C ; oR ee PEAVOLAYY ConAdt: ROE 
i at as RST DTA DRO Dam ne pee ene ee rei een 
BOURCE: 


Hearings, 8.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, 
page 12. 
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PERSONS/ENTITIEFS : DATES : 


CATEGORIES: 


CONFENUATION FROM LAST CARD 
ee be CARD 


OCCURT 


SOURCE? ee eS em Se 
“== Page 12, con't. Sek soe 
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PEREONS/ENE TLL TLES ¢ a DATES: 


DINH © 
MINH 
DON 
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a 
a 


UP. bbe CWEEGORTES 
11/1/63 


ieee ic eit ene “| SPARKS Dawson 


PILI: 


marae" Hearings, &.5.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Sse 


page 13. } DATE: 6/30/75 
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SOURCE: earings, $.5.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, 
pages 13-14. 


PILE: 

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DAWES: CATEGORIES : 
NGO DINH NHU | 11/1/63 — DIEM LC — 
GEN. DON 
GEN, DINH 


OCCURRENCE: 


Dawson 


SOURCE: Sas } “STAPE T 
~——s—  zBeavings, &.8.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, [7 


page 13. 
PYLE: , 2 DATE « 


6/20/75 
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TESe 


PeRSOUS ZEA UTES: 
GEN. DON 

CONEIN 

AMBASSADOR LODGE 


“CONTINUED ON NEXT CARD 


wat 
AS 


STAPF? 


we BOUNCES 
==" Hearings, $.S.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, ~~ Dawson 
Paae o ‘| DATE: 
FILE: 7 
4 PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 


OECURRENCIE: 


“ONT FROM LAST CARD 


a eS 


wpe 


MONDE 2a 
ene ee im ae pe a ee arn te eR Gian. oe 
SOURCE: OTARF : 
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: TONTUYNDDO 
AQT 9%) DAY 


So/T/iT 
WOCULOZYV oTepsury 


>SHTYUOORLYS >SSLVd 2 Ost TAT TNT SONOMA 


PERSONS/ENTITIFS: 
HARKINS, LODGE, BUNDY, DON, 


“DATES: CATEGORIES: 


30 Oct. 1963 


ERA™ Ay vA ka 
es 4 
ee 


OCCURRENCE: On 30 October 1963, LODGE replied to BUNDY's cable (DIR 79109) of the 
same date by CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 2063): "........do not think we have the 

power to delay or discourage a coup. DON has made it clear many times that this is 

a Vietnamese affair...... I believe we should continue our present position of keeping 

hands off but continue to monitor and press for more detailed information. CAS has 

been anaylzing forces for some time and it is their estimate that the generals have 
probably figured their chances pretty closely....... It does not seem sensible to have 

the military in charge of matter which is so profoundly political as a change of govern- 

ment....AsS to requests from the generals, they may well have need of funds at the last 

moment with which to buy off potential opposition. To the extent that these funds can be 

passed discreetly, I believe we should furnish them....If we were convinced that the coup 

was going to fail, we would of course do everything we could to stop it. HARKINS has read 


“SOURCE: S and” does Not coric STAFF: 

Liesbeth ——’" R. Dawson 

CIA IG Report 1967, p. 39 DATE: 

FILE: ~ | eg Pane AS 
PERSONS/ENTIT 23! 

: /El ITTES: CATEGORIES: 

FELT, ADMIRAL CINCPAC Commander 
CONEIN 


DIEMt— 


OCCURRENCE: | : 
CONEIN stated that on or about October 31, 1963, FELT came to Vietnam and 
landed and had an interview with DIEM in the morming. p. 48 


SOURCE: | 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein 


STAFF: 
“—=' — R. DAWSON 
FILE: DATES 


Taster 7 TATE 


Docld:32423615 Page i134 


HW 350955 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


LODGE 
BUNDY 


DATES : CATEGORIES: 


DIEM (/ 


30 Oct 1963 


OCCURRENCE: on October 30, 1963 in a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 2094) the following 
cable from LODGE (in its entirety) occurred: "Thanks for your sagacious instruction, Will 
earry out to best of my ability." 


SOURCE: STAFF: 


R. DAWSON 
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. 40 
PILE: 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
LODGE 


quotation appeared: "....We do not accept as a basis for U.S. policy that we have no power 
to delay or discourage. coup. .-We cannot limit ourselves to proposition implied in your 
message that only conviction of certain failure justifies intervention....U.S. authorities 
will reject appeals for direct intervention from either side.... " ( the IG Report here 
states without further showing the author of the above message that "the White House re- 
peats its instructions on command of the country team after LODGE leaves." The inference 
ean probably be drawn that the message although looked upon as a CIA cable to Saigon, it 
was undoubtedly emanating from the White House. ) 


TARR; 


R. DAWSON 


CIA IG Report, 1967 p. 39 


FILE: ° DATE: 29 June 1975 
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PERSOUS/ENTIT IES: DATES: CANEGORIES? 
SMITH, DAVID MCCONE ‘ le, aan 
PARKINS, GENKRAL “HELMS Oct. 29, 1903. fap tee Sy 
‘PRUE INRD, WILLIAM COLBY poke: \ , DEEM os (4 e t 
KINI Roy pea Ga awh dd 
KENNEDY, ROBLIXE ON | 
ISN: ‘DY, JOHN F, ° 

“OCCURRENCE : > _— 


In a Presidential meeting on Vietnam on October 29, 1963 with MCCON, HELMS, AND COLBY 
In attendance. ‘The following record by HELMS and COLBY shows that: 4t was suggested 
that in the Ambassador's absence, HARKINS, ‘PTRUEHART, and DAVID SMITH act as a 
committee to direct a coup operation. MCCONE countered with the view that &MITH should 
not be Anvolved in such a policy making function, although he would be in a position to 
provide technical advise to HARKINS and TRUEHART as well as carry out their instructions 
in the operations field. ‘The President stated that if the forces in Saigon were not 
clearly in favor of the coup we should discourage its launching. The Attorney General 
felt the U.S. was risking too much based on flimsy ev idence. The DCI stated his view 
that even a successful coup would create a period of interregnum, confusion which might 
only be solved by a second or third coup. 


SOURCE: 
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 


STAPF: 


ATE; Pawson 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: 


HARKINS, DON a 
MINH KENNEDY, JOHN F. ee vo DIEM 
LODGE Oct 30, 19635] | nse tae 
BUNDY Poe 


OCCURRENCE: SS 
In a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR79109) of OCT 30, 1963, BUNDY wrote to LODGE saying that 
'. .char@es of action with or without our approval now so sighificant that we should 
urgently consider our attitude and contingency plans. We believe our attitude to 
coup group can still have decisive effect on itsdecision. ... We must have assurance 
balance of forees clearly favorable...CONEIN should express to DON that we do not find 
presently reveal plans to give clear "prospect of quick results...we badly need some 
corroborative: evidence of men or others directly involved. highest authority desires 
it clearly understood that after your departure HARKINS should participate in alt canp 
contacts supervision and the event coup begins he becoine head of country team. 


oo SOURCE: ] STAFF: 
IG Report. 1967 (CIA) p. 39 DaneG 
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LODGE, AMBASSADOR CATEGORIES: 


DIEM 
NHU 


peu! » i 


In a CIA cable from Saigon (S Sie ane rr 
: gon (SATG2040) of 29 0 VAR hte 
7A, LODGE gi ; : e9 October, sent’ thr aah 

aie sath eats on the seemingly inminent coup: ie eidiy yee channels of - 
preg eile ene y the ganerals group is inminent...and that sea dors would appear 
Ve no requests ie aioe attempt short of informing DIEM and NHU eaten by 
me 7 ise e by the generals for mteri WY es novugntnere 
intieipate that such requests may be se Sate aa or financial support, we must 


Se es et fe he 
SOURCE: 


IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 


STAFF: 


Piet Dawson 


DATE: 


6/27/75 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
LODGE, AMBASSADOR 


; : “Rpeit op ee 
In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG2040) of 29 October, sent™ through eyes only” channels of 
CIA, LODGE gives his view on the seemingly inminent coup: "In summary, it would appear 
that a coup attempt by the ganerals group 4s imminent...and that no positiveaction by 
the USG can prevent a.coup attempt short of informing DIEM and NHU...Althoughthere 

have no requests to date by the generals for materials or financial support, we must 


anticipate that such requests may be forthcoming..." 


SOURCE: 
q IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 


WT. 
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DATES: CRVEGORTES3 


10/28/63 


PERSONS/ENTITIES + 


GEN. DOW 
AMBASSADOR LODGE 


CONEIN 


OCCURRENCE: 


STAFF: 


SOURCE: 
Hearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, Dawson 
mA pow rae DATE: 
FILE: : — poe. OI30 15 
PERSONS/ENTITIFS: CATEGORIES: 


SMITH, DAVID MCCONE 
HARKINS, GENERAL HELMS 
TRUEHARD, WILLIAM COLBY 
KENNEDY, ROBERT 
KENNEDY, JOHN F. 


OCCURRENCE + 
In a Presidential meeting on Vietnam on October 29, 1963 with MCCONE, HELMS, AND COLBY 
in attendance. The following record by HELMS and COLBY shows that: it was suggested 
that in the Ambassador's absence, HARKINS, TRUEHART, and DAVID SMITH act as a 
committee to direct a coup operation. MCCONE countered with the view that SMITH should 
not be involved in such a policy making function, although he would be in a position to 
provide technical advise to HARKINS. and TRUEHART as well as carry out their instructions 
in the operations field. The President stated that if the forces in Saigon were not 
clearly in favor of the coup we should discourage its launching. The Attorney General 
felt the U.S. was risking too much based on flimsy ev idence. The DCI stated his view 
that even a successful coup would create a period of interregmun, confusion which might 
only be solved by a second or third coup. 


SOURCE: STAFF: 
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GEN. DO CAO TRI 
NGUYEN KHANH 


OCCURTENCE: 
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NEXT 
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SOURCE? a ag ; 
ore Hearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, 
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“PERSONS/ENTITIES: 
CONEIN GEM. DUONG VAN MINH 
GEN. ‘TRAN VAN DON 


DATES: 


CATEGORIES: 


Nov. i, 1963. 
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OCCURRENCE . 


CONTINUED ON NEXT 


Pantie niet ee EIR ND at ep perme tee 


SOURCE: STAPF: 

oe Heavings, S.S3C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson 
a we 2, as 

PILE: ; DATE: 6/30/75 
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PERSONS/ENTITTES : |) DATES: 


| f1/2763 
7ICE PRESIDENT THO 0310 hours 


OCCURRENCE a ea is acai 
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SENORT weariness. 8.8.0.1.. Loan a SE 
_ Hearings, S.S.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, i 
Exhibit One, Page 22, 


Dawson 


DATE? 6/30/75 
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Pew Yino/ UNE LT List 
—— ee ee 


DATES: 
é November 1963 


MINH 


*  CONEIN sta 

te MINH for the first tim. DIEM asked MINH for full 
not guarantee full honors, if and during the time that 
another. DIEM stated that he would order the cease fi 


CONEIN stated as follows: "At this 
and 113's an escort of military police proceeded inme- 


. diately from the joint’ general starr headquarters toward GAT LONG PALACE. BIG MINH with 
his aide, CAPTAIN NHUNG got into a sedan and with MIS Corps, went out the back road from 


the general staff headquarters toward the back of the golf course and took a different road 
from the armored cars that went down Cong Le." p. 52-53 


SOURCE: 


R. DAWSON 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein 


ae DATE: duly 1, 1975 
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DAVES: CATEGORIES: 
MINH © 11/2/63 
2420 hours DIEM ~ 
, Od2a(?) 
OCCURRENCE? Sagi tae 
BRE Ue 
8 cs 
SOURCE: 


Dawson 
Exhibit One, page 23. 
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FERSUONS/ENTIUVIES : DATES: CATEGORIES: 


| 
| 


11/2/65 . l Dien” 


on, Seneral 
Conein 


OCCURRENCE: 


Concin stated at the tine. they were 
non on the capitulation of Da en, 
in the press.) Pace 74, 


going. to bring the press in 


: . to for the cere- 
Non said’set the hell out we 


are bringing 


SOURCE: 
: j STAFF: 
Sa Nearines, SSC Conein, June 20, 1975 


Dawson 
FILE DATE: FAAATS 
PERSONS/ENTIVIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES: 
LAM, DUONG NGOC } 
Nvenbee ASH | 
NHU Ove mibé 196 
XUAN 


Woon her >, (463 


ee eee XUAN and LAM receiving the message that DIEM and NHU had been spotted, took™ 


off with armored cars and went to the church. XUAN reported to the President, saluted, 

and told him to get into the armored car. NHU protested and asked for-a sedan. DIEM and NHi 
were Shoved into the car and were told by the commander of the column LAM, who was a little 
fat guy who wore a mustache and used to command the civil guard and not the individual who 


later became I-Corps commander, that the use of the armored car was for their physical pro- 
tection. p. 59-60 


SQURCE: | SEARF: — R, DAWSON 
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein 
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PERSONS/ENTIVIES: | DATES: CATEGORIES: 


Seppe ne ete 


Canteen 
Lodge, Wc. 11/2/65 i 


Dien a 


~~ OGCURRENCE: 
ConetT staten he kept contact with the junta "until the cay nat tae as hy 
‘OFCicially recosnized the South Vietnamese. government. There were several 
countrics that recornized, and 1 was acting as ‘the liaisan officer fer the 
ambassador to the junta durines this period for approximately ten duys or 
Cwo weeks. 


SOURCE: 


Nearings, SSC Conein, June 20, 1875 STAPF: Dawson 
j 
FELE: p. G1 DATE: TAETS 
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: 
Tuan Conein . 11/2/63 Dien 


“Hu 


~~ OCCURRENCE: 


Colby stated that another officer whe had worked with Concin was apparently 
executed about that same time as Diem and Nhu were. Tuan had been head of 

the Special Torces and had worked very ¢closcly with Diew and Mbhu and Coucin and 
was executed by the Generals that morning. Pape 27-26. 


SOURCE: 


Liens. SSGly ate: ZO. Ler ss. Gotby oe Dawson 
PILES - | pare: 
ee 771/75 
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CATEGORIES: 


Diem, 
fink 


fhe, ca Hanh 

SOTHO VTE | 

OCCURRENCE : 

fonein explained that although it was baffling as to why Pdew left the palace 
to eco to the church in Cholon, and although he did not know exactly how they 
‘rat out the veneral assumption was that there were secret tunnels.in the palace 
shich was the former Governor General's Palace called Gailone Palace, The 
cunnel took then under am! tiroush the palace and the half block to City Hall. 
Dey or ree 

ase 63°64, 


PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: 
Lif 2765 


ieee aap eae cease 


SOURCE: _ STAR: 
~~ Ifearings, SSC Conein, June 20, 1975 ———_ Dawson 
FILE: DATE: 


pacer 0 a 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGORIES: 


Same, Chrpor Mea ; : yen 
eee : a : 2, é LCM te 
Phen, Nroac Conein ° ' 

Tan Nhu 


OCCURRENCE: 
Pane was in the armored column and returned about an hour after Minh had left. 
Conein asked Bang Cwhom Conein had met in Hanoi in 1949 what his orders were. 
Bang stated the orders soing through the palace was that we were not to fire 
unless we were fired upon and that they liad not been Found at that tine. 
The expectation was and everyhody assumed, that Minh and Nhu were at the 


palace, 


SOURCE: 


pee 


Lara j SSC \ } Covatn ‘ G ue ie 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: LUN LT ON NX 
ee ee re CARD 


DATES: CATEGORIES: C 


11/2/63 DIEM 


\ ta 
ae ; Ky 0310 hours 


eae oni 


_ LIST OF OFFICERS Colonels: 
PARTICIPATING IN 
THis COUP: =a 

“— 


CON'T on NEXT 
CARD 


ark 


Hearings, §.8.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, | STAFF: Dawson 


SOURCE: 


PILS: se A Ey SATE: 6/30/75 
SEER ORIOLE CII PCP IMO IC STE AITO SPER RR EHS a ATW Hn rep bara ” eee 


PERSONS/ENTITIES : | DATES : CATEGORIES + 


. DIEM 
NGUYEN CAO RY 


OCCURRENCE: 


, LIST OF OFFICERS PARTICIPATING IN THE COUP: © 
LASTCARD CONT ; . 


“SARE 


~~ SOURCE: 
~ Hearings, $.S.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, 
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OCCURRENCE: [isp oF OFFICERS PARTICIPATING IN Ti CONTINUATION FROM 


LAST — { Oc. 


SOURCE: 


PELE: 


opt Hoe te nti ee ey ope ee oo oe pee cee oo 


° lal ali STARE? ~ 


eee ome woe ee, ~ pee i enn, mee, te mw need ere, men eat ee Crm, a ee 
saa, on, nat me sete! path tenet hi nog ed ales Jeet eet my 
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CATEUGE IFS 3 


cee 


aie ay ere ee 
PEREGOSNS JEN EVE TiS 2 


11/2/63 
1330 hours 


NHU 


stcagw to “Sina Goer mad £ ay Th ) iG tes ee 
“SOURCE: of os } a, ee START: cf 
ponits jearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, BW SON 
Pages 24 = 25, ; DATE: 
PILE: : 6/30/75 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


CATEGORIES: 
DIEM ee 


2 Nov 1963 DIEM “ 
JGS headquarters 


OCCURRENCE: 


"According to one of CONEIN's reports, DIEM called GENERAL DON at 0650 hours 


e November and offered to surrender unconditionally. GENERAL MINH immediately ordered all 


telephones removed from rooms in their JGS conmand post area. This cut off all conmmunicatio: 
with the outside except for radios under MINH's control. 
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CAPEGORIES: 


NHU 


wCCURRENCE: 


SOURC T STAPF: —_ 

aie” Hearings, §.8.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, ——~—"__ Dawson 
Exhibit one, page 24. DATE: 

FILE: | 6/30/75 


CATEGORIES: 


11/2/63 oe 
1330 hours DIEM 


PERSONS/ENTIPTES : 


dU 


~~ OCCURRENCE: 


SOURCE: SLAPS 


“Hearings, S.S.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson 
ge"25, F 
prig,  Paee "2 DATE: 


Pope be 


Page 149 


132425615 


Bocld 


AW 50955 


PEStSOb ONS /E NT iT. LES 2 DATES 3 CATEGORIES: 


11/2/63 
AMBASSADOR LODGE 1000 hous pithy 


OCCURRENCE: 


1 Gy Pad Seek 
ia m ‘ “3 i ei es me qt leisy 
ef Tee CO thot F wd ty 2 Ay oe 2 pile C rw ee ¥ « 


; ‘ SARE Y 

warmers Hearings, §.5.€.1,, 6/20/75, Corein, ~~ Dawson 
Exhibit One, page 24, 

FILE: DATE: ~— 6/30/75 


he Sener ile ee i em oa Ae TOs tpn me See asin ami a in i mr el lg ee 8 eat fe nm, eg © NRO, AE 


PERSONS/ENTS. MPTEES ¢ DATES: CATEGORIES: 


GEN. MAL HUU XUAN 11/2/63 | a 
1130 hours DIEM 


NHU 


“OCCURRENCE: 


"Peg ed 
zh iad 
ain} 

é wap 
Peta arty 


: ee tig as TEST AS DAWSON 


“SOURCE: 
ae Hearings, $,.5.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, 


Exhibit one, page 24. 


PILE: DATE? 6/30/75 


1 peste ip enemies # rey maser pcintnn meme entail tin 9 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES : . DATES: CATEGORIES: 


hig 
NHU 7 ; 1000 hours DIEM 


SOURCE? Hearings, $.8.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein thrr? Dawson 


Exhibit One, page 24', 
tee | pate: 6/30/75 


Te Bieerp See Grid eis get epee er ease DE sellin A eae tec ee” “Pa we wee Fa bla endy Sele ace eee pee BE ee a 


tee gar tne pre ah enrich ane a 9 et ti ante la enna lh a ner rae nth te pene tet te te th at pA 6 a oe 


PERSONS/ENTITIES : : DALES: CATEGORIES! 


NHU _ : 1000 hours DIEM : 


*> Dawson 


SOURCE : Hearings, &.8.€,1., 6/20/75, STAFF: 
Exhibit One, page 24’, 


PILS: 


pate: 6/30/75 


Page i151 
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Lat 


PERSGHO/ENT PTS 3 DATES t . CATEAGHIFS : 


Vice President THO 11/2/63 ee 
0420 hours DIEM 


BOURGES z . ; STAPF 
Lame =" Hearings, S-S.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, ca Daaaa, 


Exhibit One, page 23. path: 6/30/75 


Pr AOS J FS % 4 LEP TRS 
‘ Soa e ° % 5 
pee haecetias | CATEGOR TIES 


11/2/63 
1000 hours DIEM 


OCCURRENCE: "7 ttt ed 


Coen emg, Ta : 
cot yea a PEED t weer a > ae Gay oe PRES 
Dory ees : 
TA] PERI ae ee Se 
SOURCE: nal 


wot Bearings, §.8.C.1., 6/20/75, Coes iy. S| SERRE aa 


Gree to NaAwcan 
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PERSUONS/ENTITIES: DATES: 
DON 
CONEIN 2 Nov 1963 


CATEGORIES: 
pIEM~ 


OCCURRENCE? Qn 2 November 1963, GENERAL DON informed CONEIN that he needed money to pay 
the families of persons killed during the coup. CONEIN gave GENERAL DON an additional 
1,750,000 piasters. One bundle of 250,000 pilasters was overlooked and was found later in 
CONEIN's safe. (The. IG:Report goes on to note as follows: "The passing of these funds is 
obviously a very sensitive matter.") 


SOURCE: TATE s 


CIA IG Report, 1967, pp. 40-41 R. DAWSON 
FILE: DATE: 29 June 1975 
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ro 


eos 


DocTd: 32423615 Page 154 


HW 50955 


PERSONS/ENTITIES: - 3 DATES: | _ CATEGORIES: 


KTIANH Jan. 1964 | DIEM ~~ 
MAJOR DANG SY | 
ake | 
OQCCURRISNCIH : 


At the trial of Dang Sy by the Khanh regime thates ohded that of the 
coup leaders temporary or provisional government, Khanh' 5..Brosecutor insisted that the 
deaths had been caused-by American-supplied grenades af th ye known as MKIII whose 
use had been ordered by Dang Sy, and the convictip abySthéesmilitary court was that the 8 
deaths were caused by these concussion grenades “\Higgins argues in her book that this 
conviction is contrary to the Pentagon's assessment Of the MKIII grenade which found that 
at worst the effects of such a grenade are non-fatal. Nor does such a grenade have suffi- 
cient force to decapitate or mutilate persons, let alone bring down the ceilings, doors, 
and windows that were adjacent to the veranda of the radio station. (95-96) Higgins also 
states that: "The conviction of Major Dang Sy certainly throws no light on the matter 


one way or another. The trial was clearly rigged from the start.” (96+97) 


QOURCE STAPF? : 
Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,} Dawson, R. 
1965 | 


Page 155 
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i uwWwUNOo/ VW Lat DA'TES: CATEGORIES: 
Thich Tri Quang Spring, 1965 Diem , / 

McNamara ; 

Diem 


GCURRENCE?: 


Higgins, in her book, quotes McNamara as stating in Spring of 1965 that: "Thich 
Tri Quang has made serious trouble for us before, and he will again. Perhaps the 
greatest mistake we made _was_when we gave Thich Tri Quang at the U. S. 
Embassy." (from September through November 1963) Page 103 


SOURCE? Our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, STAFF: Dawson 


Harper and Rowe 


FILE: DATE: Suly 3, 1975 
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Colby, Wm. E, Rearsea, D. 
Breckinridge 


OCCURRENCE: 
Breckinridge actually put to 
of discussions caused by the Pearson col 


office were directed to put together rep 
assassination of Castro, Trujillo, and D 


Vato: CATEGORIES: 
Diem 

3 (67 2 oon se ee | 
Castro 


gether the I.G. Reports and he did so in 
response to a March 1967 Drew Pearson col 


was involved with criminal syndicates to: 


um1 to the effect that the agency 
assassinate Castro. As a result 
umn, staff members in the I.G.'g 
orts on CIA involvement in the 

em (50). 


DATE: 6/28/75 


ei at ‘saree Aine samy ry nm om 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


DATES: CATEGORIES 


31 May 1967 DIEM, 


OCCURRENCE 3 In concluding, the IG Report makes the following observations: "To recap: 
(a) CIA was not in favor of the decision to abandon the DIEM regime, but faithfully carried 

_out instructions. (2) CIA officers CONEIN and SPERA were the contacts with the coup gener— 
als, but only as approved and under instructions. (c) A CIA officer, CONEIN, was at the 
generals' command post throughout the fighting. (d) CONEIN furnished GENERAL DON about 
$65,000 to buy off opposition military units while the coup was in progress. (e) CIA had 
no hand in the assassinations and had no forelmowledge of them." 


~ SOURCE: 
a R. DAWSON 
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. 44 DATE: 


FILE: ia 29 June 1975 


” 
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COLBY 1975 


‘i 

{ 

= | 
| oe: i 


COLBY stated in response to the difficulty: for the Un 


Lue ese LE LES | DATES: 


OCCURRENCE: 


f 
foreign nationalists, that "Certainly the foreigner makes his own decisions at various tir 
the degree: to wnich he is going to do one thing or the other. The U.S. cannot control it. 
The U. S. can assist them, the U.S. can counsel him and advise him, vernaps influence hin, 


but the control, that is....when you are dealing with essentially another soverign, why t: 
are limits to your degree of authority over them." p. 76 


~ SOURGE: STAFF: . 


Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby . Lee R. DAWSON 
PILE: DATE: 1 July 1975 


ted States once it has 
sougnt to accomplish objectives through foreign nationalists to control the actions of the. 
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